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>% Message from the Chair —

%,__;3 Eileen Palmer

The Costs of Free Land

In the Land Trust field, the thought of land being
donated fee smpleisso good! What could make
conserving lands easier than having its title dropped in
one'slap? No need to furrow one's brow at the two
million dollar for sale sign; donation of land makes our
jobseasier...or at least one would think.

By now, aswe land trusters are beginning to experience,
we cannot afford to take on a project without examining
it from all angles. We recognize the costs associated
with Conservation Covenants for example: baseline
inventory, survey, lawyer and registration costs to name
afew. However, in receiving a donation of land, not
only must we consider these above costs, we must
consider the other angles of the donation.

The obvious angle that must be answered is whether the
project fits within our mandate. Given that it does, has
there been an endowment established to aid in covering
operating and management expenses? How can the
donor be sure that their land donation will be protected
as they intended? It isthislast angle which is of most
importance to land trusts.

Over time, as members of land trust boards change, it is
highly possible that the intent of the donation is
forgotten. It isimportant that the landowner
communicates in writing their wishes before the land is
donated, a Memorandum of Wishes. Inthisway, the
land trust can know whether they’ d like the donation
and al parties can be sure they can abide by those
wishes. Thiswill avoid serious issues, such as selling
the land, in the future. Furthermore, by registering the
standard covenant (West Coast Environmental Law)
held by two land trusts on the land, the future of the land
is more certain. Such a covenant could state that the
land must never be sold thus ensuring the land trust
remains responsible for the land.

The Land Trust Alliance of BC has prepared a set of
Standards and Practices for Land Trusts, Smilar to
what is used by the US Land Trust Alliance. In the
(Continued on inside back cover)
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., Saving A Wetland, Cranes, and Others
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"By Tracy Keeling

purchase and protection of Codd Wetland at a dedication ceremony this past May. The 250 acre

wetland is now known as the Codd Wetland Aquilini Conservation Reserve and provides a permanent
nesting ground free of human disturbance for over 200 species including the endangered Greater Sandhill
Crane of BC. Joining Bill at the podium to make the announcement were representatives from each purchase
partner including Premier Gordon Campbell, Les Bogdan of Ducks Unlimited, local MLA Ken Stewart, and
Mayor Don MacLean of the District of Pitt Meadows. Sadly, the biggest heroes of this success story were
not at the podium but standing out in the pouring rain. Despite the wesather, over one hundred project
volunteers came to the ceremony to celebrate the protection of the property and share their battle scars.

The applause and cheering was loud as TLC' s Executive Director Bill Turner formally announced the

But wait, how did we get to thisrainy day in May? Aswith any land acquisition project, thereisalong
story of emotional ups and downs leading to the final purchase. The one of Codd Wetland starts three years
ago in aliving room in Pitt Meadows. Annette LeBox, chair of alocal conservation committee, invited 7LC
staff out to talk about an important area they were trying to protect from development as a commercial
cranberry operation. The committee made up of members from both the Alouette Field Naturalists and the
Pitt Polder Preservation Society told stories of Sandhill Cranes nesting in an area northwest of Blaney Bog
known locally as Codd Idand Wetlands. The group explained that they felt the only way to protect the area
was to purchaseit. They dso shared their insights into the politics of the project. They had secured a pledge
from their municipality for the purchase, but were not having alot of luck getting any other financia
commitments. They were burnt out from along campaign to protect Blaney Bog, and they needed TLC's
help.

TLC has been working very hard to raise funds and awareness for the purchase and protection of the

wetlands since shortly after that night in the living room in Pitt Meadows. “On our first site visit we knew
Codd Wetland was a very specia place,” says TLC Lower Mainland Regiona Manager Tamsin Baker.
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“Not only wasiit
breathtaking and
beautiful, it was also so
quite and serene we could
hear the flap of birds wings as they flew
overhead.” The reason Codd Wetland is so serene
and quiet is the lowland wetlands are visualy
isolated from the devel oped agricultura areas
around it. A large mature upland forest stands
high above the areato the east, aforested Codd
Isand is on the west, and a corridor of mature
trees run along the northern reaches of the
property. The sense of isolation this provides
along with the vegetation types and ratio of open
water, combine to provide a unique habitat for a
variety of fish and wildlife species.

The wetlands are
found within the Pitt
Polder region, and
being so close to sea
level, the wetlands
are influenced by the
tide through the Pitt -
Alouette River
system. Thistidaly
influenced fen
wetland is dominated
by grass and shrub
vegetation and open
stream channels. The
majority of the
property is dominated
by Reed Canary Grass and patches of Sweet Gale
and Hardhack. Local naturdists tell stories of the
first time they found red-listed Greater Sandhill
Cranes nesting in the grasses and shrubs of the
wetlands and of the resulting annual bird counts to
monitor their changing population. Sadly, this
endangered species numbers are estimated to be
aslow as 10 in the Pitt Polder region. At this
critical level of decline, the continued presence of
intact nesting sitesis essentia to their local
survival.

The first big win in the campaign to protect
Codd Wetland came when the GVRD Parks
Board agreed to pledge $1 million towards the
purchase of the wetlands. The Didtrict of Pitt
Meadows had pledged $200,000, 7LC matched
this pledge, so collectively there was $1.4 million
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in the pot to make the
purchase. The second win
came when the property
owners were presented with
how much we had collected, agreeing to hold off
on any cranberry developments. They graciously
gave the campaign partners time to assemble the
additional $3 million necessary to complete the
purchase. Both Ducks Unlimited and the Ministry
of water, Land and Air Protection supported its
protection and worked to secure it.

Not long after this agreement was made, it
was discovered that an additional 200 species
were found or expected to be using the Codd
Wetland through an ecological survey
commissioned by the GVRD. Some species of
note include the red-listed Peregrine Falcon and
Long- tailed Weasd, the blue-listed American
Bittern and Red-legged Frog. For species like the
Pacific Water Shrew and American Bittern the
wetlands provide some of the best intact,
undisturbed habitats remaining within British
Columbia. For other rare and endangered species
such as the Green Heron, Great Blue Heron, and
the Red-legged frog, the wetlands also provide
important breeding habitats.

Along with al the birds, mammals and
reptiles using the wetlands, there exist significant
populations of salmon including the blue-listed
Cutthroat Trout, Coho Samon, and Chum
Salmon. These salmon species utilize the
wetlands and associated creeks for spawning and
rearing. According to Ministry of Water, Land,
and Air Protection staff, two thirds of the Fraser
River's 187 wild Coho Salmon stocks rely on
habitat found downstream from Hope. The Codd
Wetland property is downstream of Hope and it
provides ideal rearing habitat for juvenile Coho
including a network of low gradient open water
channels, temporarily inundated floodplains, a
continuous supply of well oxygenated water, lush
plant communities and an abundant insect food
supply. Excellent rearing habitat is also available
for juvenile blue-listed Cutthroat Trout as they
have similar habitat requirements to those of
juvenile Coho Salmon.

Department of Fisheries staff explain that the
Codd Wetland together with the Blaney Bog,
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located just 2 km upstream, provide the largest
off-channel rearing habitat within the Alouette
River watershed and one of the last in the lower
reaches of the Fraser River. In 2000 Blaney Bog
was protected as a GVRD conservation areg;
therefore once Codd Wetland was protected, the
two areas would provide the largest protected off-
channel rearing habitat within the Alouette River
Watershed. This connectivity with surrounding
protected areas made the ecological integrity of
Codd Wetland all the more important!

It was very clear to 7LC and al the other
project partners that Codd Wetland was of the
utmost ecological
significance in the area and
definitely had to be
protected. The problem
was the owners still wanted
to develop theareaasa
commercia cranberry
operation and were standing
firm on their $4.5 million
dollar asking price. We
needed to raise $3 million
dollars, and do it quickly! WAy 4
TLC staff and volunteers -
worked endlesdy to raise
awareness for the wetlands
and funds for the purchase of
thearea. Dedicated loca groups such as the Pitt
Polder Preservation Society and the Alouette Field
Naturalists were instrumental in helping 7LC raise
funds and awareness. Members from both these
groups stood outside local supermarkets collecting
signatures on a petition to be sent to all levels of
government demanding the protection of Codd
Wetlands. They also helped organize countless
fundraising and awareness events including
fundraising concerts, dances, dideshows, and
slent auctions. All the while TLC staff lobbied
the Pacific Estuary Conservation Program, as well
as the provincial and federal governments for a
financia contribution towards the purchase of the
wetlands.

It was a great day for al the project partners
when Ducks Unlimited confirmed they had
secured funds for the wetland purchase from the
Pacific Estuary Conservation Program. Soon
after, provincia government staff confirmed a
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financial contribution to the purchase as well.
What followed were many months of paperwork,
final negotiations, and what can only be defined
as ‘technical difficulties. To the heartache of all
involved it seemed at times the whole purchase
could break down due to some frustrating
technicalities with the final paperwork. To the
relief of all, the purchase did finally happen and
TLC was able to contribute $50,000 of our
origina $200,000 pledge towards the purchase of
Codd Wetland. The remaining $4 million of the
purchase price came from the Province of BC, the
Pecific Estuary Conservation Program through
Ducks Unlimited, and the origina project partners
the GVRD and
Digtrict of Pitt
Meadows.

So the story
ends, or doesiit?
TLC steff, Board
of Directors, and
volunteersare
thrilled the
wetlands are
protected from
development, but
TLC isdill
responsible for

raising an additional
$150,000 to be re-paid to the GVRD under a
specid partnership agreement with them. Please
help TLC complete our contribution to the
purchase of Codd Wetlands. Once this is done
we can truly end the story of Codd Wetland and
TLC on a happy note and move onto the next
area in need of our protection!

.photo Chuck Russell

To make a donation or to receive more
information about this incredible property please
contact our Lower Mainland office at 604-733-
2313 or check out www.conservancy.bc.ca.

TLC offersan Adopt-a-Frog program for those
wishing to help 7LC raise funds for Codd
Wetland. For $35 a donor can adopt a Red-legged
frog! Donorswill receive an adoption certificate,
afrog magnet and informational brochure. To
date over 150 frogs have been adopted equaling
amost $7,000 in funds for Codd Wetland. To
adopt your own frog give us acal toll free at 1-
888-738-0533.
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T he Holland
Creek T rail

T rees that Will

Kemain
Dancing in the
Wind with their

River —[Torever

Photos by Iris Churcher

fter nearly two years of hard work, the
A Friends of Holland Creek (FOH) have

successfully protected a section of the
South Holland Creek trail from the impacts of
development. The trailway follows both sides of the
beautiful Holland Creek as it descends through the
town of Ladysmith on Vancouver Idand. Over the
years Holland Creek Trail has been enjoyed by the
local residents, school groups, naturdists and hikers
and has become a source of pride and ecotourism for
the Ladysmith community.

The "first" Friends of Holland Creek are the
origina group of citizens who envisioned, mapped
out, and successfully worked with service clubs and
local government to complete the 8km loop of trails.
A representative of FOH, Gail Wiseman Reed,
explained that, "the second Friends of Holland
Creek were again ordinary citizenswho articulated a
vision for keeping the trails and Creek green,
wooded and buffered from surrounding
development and for the enjoyment of al. The
supporters of thisvision, once it was articul ated,
were many and varied, growing exponentially as
time passed. They included the barks, businesses
and service clubs, school children and their teachers,
retirees, young parents, church congregations, artists
and performers, naturalists and foresters,
environmental groups, hikers, runners, birders and
pleasure walkers, the press, visitors from away who
sent money to show support, Town Councillors and
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paid town officids. Also afriend to Holland Creek
was the developer who delayed logging while
money was raised and solutions sought and
negotiated.

Over two years ago, locd residents became
concerned about the increase in logging activity that
was making way for further development near the
Holland Creek Trail. The Friends of Holland Creek
soon became active, hoping to protect the threatened
riparian areas along the trail.

In negotiations with the Town of Ladysmith
and the land devel oper, alinear parcel between the
dated housing development and the steep slope of
the riparian area was identified as a potentia buffer
to reduce the environmental impact of the new
development. This buffer zone was appraised at
$130,000 and was offered for sale to the FOH by the
developer. Thiswas an enormous undertaking for
the small town of Ladysmith, but the FOH were
determined to protect the creek and launched a
concentrated fundraising campaign. After acouple
of public meetingsin April of 2002 the FOH began
the process of raising public awareness of the
importance of the buffer zone. Because of their
ongoing conservation work on Vancouver 1dand
The Land Conservancy, Nanamio & ArealLand
Trust, and the Cowichan Community Land Trust
were al able to provide invaluable experience,
fundraising strategies and mentorship to the
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campaign; TL'C_and CCLT provided eﬁsential' (and e Protects
onerous) receipting, accounting and covenanting N ATURE .
support and FOH became a sub-committee of CCLT C ONSERVANCY Animal
for official and legal purposes. NN Habitat

and BC’s Ranching Lifestyle

Reed said the fundraising "was like climbing
Everest. We've got a crazy clip of some extreme
kayakers going over Holland Creek waterfall . . .
that'swhat it felt like!" $87,000 was finally raised,
and at this point the Town of Ladysmith was
persuaded to pledge $43,000 to make up the
necessary $130,000. Thiswasin additionto a
previous $70,000 commitment in land trade with the
developer to preserve green space identified on the
Holland Creek Area Plan. FOH were ableto turn
over the management of the parcel to the Town of
Ladysmith, with a conservation covenant held by
CCLT, removing any future financia burden for this
piece from FOH.

For the third year in arow, the Nature
Conservancy of Canada (NCC) marked Canada
Day by announcing the protection of natural areas
across Canada.

In BC, NCC has reached agreements to
protect three private propertiesin the Upper
Columbia River Valley, to protect endangered
natural areas used for animal migration and
habitat, while maintaining the ranching lifestyle of
the BC interior.

Thereisincreasing
pressure for BC'sranchers
to sall their land to resort
developers and others,
after being hit recently by
drought, forest fires, and
withering demand for
Canadian beef exports due
to the mad-cow scare. As
aresult, ranchers who

l"[\ﬂaturc,, where we all feel ccntrcd,,
unPrctcntious and one with somcthing
largcrthan ourselves bclongs to all of us. lt
will be the Priccless commoclity of the 21st
century, and research shows that the

Picces closestto our community, the

gateway pieces with which everyone young were once at odds with
orold can interface, are very imPortant for envi ronmental_i sts are now
cooperating with them to

our c‘uality of life.” Gai] Wiseman Kce& promote “ biodiversity

hes LS ranching” — a movement

e that allows ranchers to continue their work, while
: N - protecting lands used for migration.

Wiseman Reed said she hopes the campaign's

success, due in part to help from the Cowichan

One of the three propertiesis Thunderhill

Community Land Trust and The Land Conservancy
of B.C., will encourage other communities to do the
same.

"We want to celebrate that those trees will
remain dancing in the wind with their river... and to
thank and celebrate every one of our donors from
the smallest school child to the B.C. Hydros, credit
unions and TD Banks of thisworld for their
validation of the beauty of nature and the trail," she

sad.
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Ranch, a 601-hectare property including alake,
streams, wetlands, forest, and open grassand near
Fairmont Hot Springs. It has been purchased by
NCC from brothers Brian and David McKersie,
who are second generation cattle ranchers. As
part of the dedl, they will lease back a portion of
Thunderhill Ranch from NCC, alowing them to
stay in business and continue living there, while
the conservation group maintains the key natural
features of the property. In addition to the
purchase of alarge portion of the ranch, the
brothers donated conservation covenants on the
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remaining portions, forever protecting the land
from being fractured into small parcels.

“With NCC purchasing the land and leasing it
back, the ranching way of life so important to the
cultura heritage of BC is maintained by the folks
who know and love it best, and all those who
value the natura heritage of our province can be
sure that this particular property will never be
subdivided and developed.” said Jan Garnett,
Executive Director for NCC's British Columbia
Region.

Also being preserved is Kootenay River
Ranch near Fairmont Hot Springs, a fast-
disappearing habitat for badgers, grizzlies,
migrating birds, and many other wildlife, plant,
and fish species. Kootenay River Ranch shares
the natural features of Thunderhill Ranch and has
also been identified as a top priority for
partnership conservation efforts. NCC purchased
this ecologically important property at the
beginning of July, and will ensure that it is
managed in such away as to continue its key role
in the Upper Columbia conservation mosaic.

The third property is home to the Dutch Creek
Hoodoos, visible from Highway 95 near Fairmont
Hot Springs. The owners of the property are long
time valley residents - Jim and Gae Ashworth of
Fairmont, BC. They decided to donate this 25
hectare piece of land to the Nature Conservancy
of Canada after seeing an articlein Canadian
Geographic about NCC'swork. Jm said, “I have
watched development change the nature of our
valley over the past many years and feel that some
important areas need to be set aside for other
purposes.”

Famous for their unique erosion-shaped
geology, the hoodoos provide an important habitat
for cavity-nesting and roosting birds and host rare
plant species. They also have cultural
significance for the native people of the area, and
are part of amosaic of conservation lands
identified by both government and conservation
NGO'’s.

The entire Upper Columbia River Valley
region separates the Purcell Mountain Range from
the Rocky Mountains and hosts the longest
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contiguous wetland complex still found in western
North America. Thevalley isacrucia areafor
numerous wildlife species, such as elk, deer and
bighorn sheep who depend on the valley for
winter grazing habitat; wolf, cougar, grizzlies and
black bear who need access to both mountain
ranges and have to travel through the increasingly
developed valley; and large numbers of migratory
birds, whose surviva depends on the valey’'s
wetlands along their annua journeys north and
south.

The Nature Conservancy of Canada swork is
based on an in-depth assessment of environmental
threats and opportunitiesin the area, and on very
close cooperation with the local community. To
balance the communities' need for development
with the need to maintain healthy habitat and
wildlife corridors, the NCC is working with the
East Kootenay Conservation Program (EKCP)
which consist of more than 30 diverse
organisations in the region, to conserve the most
significant private lands in the area.

To finance this and many other projectsin BC
and across Canada, the Nature Conservancy of
Canada recently announced the most ambitious
Campaign for Conservation ever: The group has
set out to raise $200 million nation wide to protect
50 of Canada s natural masterpiece siteswhich
are under imminent threat. The British Columbia
Region of NCC isaiming at 20 million dollars
from private funding sources, and has now
reached more than 70% of itsgoal. Specid places
in seven landscapes in BC are targeted for on-the-
ground conservation - results you can walk on.
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The work in the Upper Columbia River
Valey was made possible by a generous gift from
a Canadian Foundation, along with support from
numerous loca groups including the Columbia
Basin Trust, Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program, Kootenay Wildlife
Heritage Fund, Kicking Horse Coffee, Lake
Windermere District Rod and Gun Club, Lake
Auto Ford Ltd. and many other groups,
individuals and businesses.

“Without strong local support we could not do
our work,” says NCC's Canadian Rocky
Mountains Program Manager Dave Hillary. Dave
continues to work with the community to identify
conservation opportunities with a lasting impact,
while his colleagues at NCC are helping Dave to
plan the long-term stewardship of Thunderhill

Ranch, Kootenay River Ranch and the Dutch
Creek Hoodoos.

This announcement marks NCC’ s third annual
Giftsto Canadians, part of NCC's ongoing efforts
to celebrate and conserve Canada s biodiversity
from coast to coast and leave a lasting natural
legacy for Canadians. In the lead-up to Canada
Day, NCC announced atotd of 10 Giftsto
Canadians across the country, one from each
province, totalling just over 123 square kilometres
(12,300 hectares or 30,000 acres). Many species
at risk or of concern on a provincid, nationd or
globa basis, depend on these 10 places. The 10
sites are among the 104 properties NCC has
secured over the last year, and among almost
1,500 secured since the organisation’ s inception in
1962.

raveling through the lower South Okanagan

one can see that the muted tones of British

Columbid s native shrub-steppe are sharply
contrasted by adjacent orchards, vineyards, other
agriculture and residences. Perhaps easily
dismissed as “wasteland” by the uninformed, this
remaining shrub-steppe habitat is of extremely
high ecologica vaue. And it isworth a closer
look. Within the driest valley-bottom areas are
patches of dark shrubs with a spiky appearance
that are noticeably darker green than the fragrant,
more abundant sagebrush. This lesser-known
shrub is Antelope-brush, also known as
greasewood for its oily wood, which made it a
popular firewood choice for aborigina people.
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Antelope-brush
Ecosystems: Worth a
Closer Look

by Susan Paczek Conservation Specialist
The Nature Trust of BC

This shrub forms the main structure of the

“ Antel ope-brush ecosystems’ which host an
astounding diversity of unique plants and animals.
While Antelope-brush also occurs in the Rocky
Mountain trench, it is in the South Okanagan that
the desert climate, limited habitat and imminent
threat of itslossto land conversion combine to
render this ecosystem a hot spot for endangered
species. Hosting roughly 22 percent al of British
Columbia’ s threatened and endangered
vertebrates, and hundreds of rare insect and plant
species, Antelope-brush habitat ranksin Canada' s
top four endangered ecosystems aong with Garry
oak woodlands of British Columbia, tall grass
prairie of Manitoba and Ontario, and the
Carolinian forest of southern Ontario.

There is no shortage of fascinating life-history
stories to be told about the species that inhabit
Antelope-brush ecosystems. For example, the
Behr's (Columbia) Hairstreak is an endangered
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butterfly that relies on the Antelope-brush shrubs
for its survival, asitslarval foodplant. This
attractive insect has been the subject of ongoing
research in the area. Burrowing in the sandy soils
beneath the shrubs one may spy a Great Basin
Pocket Mouse. This endangered rodent has a
specid relationship with the Antel ope-brush since
it caches seeds; the ones that are forgotten grow
into new shrubs. At night, the ecosystem becomes
ahunting ground for the rare Pallid Bat, which
searches the area listening for crickets and
scorpions, hunting by ear rather than by

supports adiversity of unique species has likewise
attracted a rapidly growing human population, and
the sandy, sunny soils that support Antelope-brush
is the preferred substrate for a booming wine
industry. Over the last century, the landscape has
been steadily, irreversibly converted to rural
subdivisions, orchard and vineyards with the
result that now less than nine percent of Antelope-
brush ecosystems in the South Okanagan remain
relatively undisturbed. What isleft is
compromised by fragmentation and the invasion
of weeds. Securement of the remaining habitat

echolocation like most other
bats. Theinsect lifeis
diverse and unique,

including Canada s only
native praying mantis. And
waiting to catch an insect are
ahost of migratory
songhirds including Western
Meadowlark, Vesper
Sparrow, and Lark Sparrow.
Other denizens of this
habitat include a variety of
other birdlife, and reptiles
including several species of Photo: Bob
snakes that are restricted to

the dry interior such as Night

Snake, Western Rattlesnake, Y ellow-bellied Racer
and Gopher Snake. Antelope-brushisalso a
nutritious food item on the menu of larger grazing
animals such as Mule Deer and Bighorn Sheep.

Antelope-brush ecosystems have plenty to
offer the botanically inclined. The sandy
understory is dominated by perennia bunch
grasses, and alow cover of ground-hugging plants
such as prickly-pear cactus. In the spring and
summer, thisis punctuated by the bright colours
of flowering plants including bitterroot, yellow
bell, blazing star and mariposalily. Beneath this
vegetation, in undisturbed areas, is an extremely
fragile crust formed of lichens and mosses that
provides the shrub-steppe with nutrients and
moisture.

Perhaps because it lacks the magjesty and
largess of an old-growth conifer forest, this habitat
has gone relatively unprotected and Antelope-
brush ecosystems are now in greet peril. The
same desert climate of the South Okanagan that
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Less than nine percent of Antelope-brush
ecosystems in the South Okanagan
remain relatively undisturbed.
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poses great challenges
to conservation
organisations due to

: the limited amount that
remains and the need to
prevent further
fragmentation; all in the
| face of therising cost of
land in desirable valley
bottom locations.
Furthermore, land that is
secured usually requires
costly on-going weed
control, fencing and other
< management activities.
Since 1975 the Nature Trust of British
actively securing highly threatened, valley-bottom
habitat in the Okanagan. 2004 is proving to be a
promising year in the struggle to conserve
Antelope-brush ecosystems, since The Nature
Trust has amassed close to $1 million for
acquisition of this habitat. Thiswelcome injection
of cash includes substantial funds from the federa
government’ s Habitat Stewardship Program,
FortisBC and from the Habitat Conservation Trust
Fund. Thismoney will be used to secure a
portion of habitat in a strategic location that is
continuous with existing conservation properties.
However, with so much of remaining Antelope-
brush in private hands, the effort to conserve this
fragile ecosystem isongoing. To help, you can
start by learning more about Antelope-brush
ecosystems and promoting awareness of their
importance. For further information, please
contact Carl MacNaughton, The Nature Trust's
South Okanagan Land Manager (250-498-5474)
or info@naturetrust.bc.ca
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(urrent CamPaigns

A Gem So Near
Powen lsland's Capc Kogcr Curtis

It is 649 extraordinary acres of forest trails
and nearly four kilometres of pristine coastline
at the entrance to Howe Sound. Cape Roger
Curtis commands the southwest verge of Bowen
Idand, only 20 kilometres from downtown
Vancouver. Featuring rare coastal-bluff
ecosystems and plant species, it remains, for the
moment, the only undeveloped ocean side
property of this size and splendour so near to the
metropolitan area.

But now the privately owned Cape
coastland is facing the prospect of major
development. That could mean an end to public
use of this natural treasure, which has been so
easily accessible to everyone - everyone who
wants to revitalise the senses and the soul amid
anidand oasis.

The Cape Roger Curtis Trust Society, a non-
profit organisation with the support of the Bowen
Isand Conservancy, is determined to protect the
Cape' s environmentally sensitive areas and retain
and enhance public accessto its recreational
attractions. This broad coalition of concerned
Bowen residents and off-island supporters
includes government bodies, environmental
groups, hiking clubs, horseback riders, kayakers
and canoeists, families and countless other
individual users of the Cape. Together we are
raising awareness and seeking innovative ways to
preserve as much of this parkland as possible.
We envision it asthe jewd at the end of a
virtually unbroken greenway that begins at
Crippen Regiona Park beside Bowen's village of
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Togcﬂler we can preserve C3PC
Kogcr Curbis asa Pﬂacc for us all.

Snug Cove. Cape Roger Curtis harbours unusua
plant life (including the Rocky Mountain juniper
and Menzies larkspur); large flocks of wintering
sea ducks lured to vulnerable mussel colonies;
and aremarkable range of ecosystems from
sponge beds to lofty Douglas-fir forest and
stands of contorted copper arbutus gracing the
shoreline. On this, the ISand of Walks, nature-
lovers hike on the many kilometres of the Cape's
old logging trails and alongside excellent
examples of endangered coastd bluffs. The trails
lead to pebble beaches with expansive views of
sea and sky, and Arbutus Point with its dramatic
surge channel and rocky intertidal pools.

Now this gem of nature is threatened by
development. The long-time owners of Cape
Roger Curtis could agree to sell the property this
fal to agroup led by an idand developer, and the
Cape Roger Curtis Trust Society needs everyone's
assistanceto saveit. The Society is exploring
creative financing options; aready identifying $8
million-plus from potential donors/eco-investorsto
buy back key portions of the land. It plansto work
with any potential developers to respect the Cape's
singular biodiversity and historic recreationa use.

Whether you are a Bowen Idander, a
resident of Greater Vancouver or the rest of
B.C., please help us save the Cape by becoming
amember of the Society and sending a tax-
deductible donation payable to Bowen Idand
Conservancy with your name, address, phone
and e-mail to Cape Roger Curtis Society, Box
234, Bowen Idand, BC, VON 1GO0. For further
information, call (604) 9479024 or visit the
website at www.caperogercurtis.org
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TLC Gampaign to Protect the Sooke Potholes, by 1an Fawcett

Immediately north of the
Sooke Potholes Provincia
Park isanarrow 63 hectare
gtrip of land which runs five
km along the Sooke River.
Sandwiched between the river
to the west and the Galloping
Goose Regiona Trall to the
east, the property protects and
provides access to the unique
formations of the Sooke
Potholes — deep and polished
rock pools and carved
canyons, linked by
picturesgue waterfalls and
gorges, surrounded by the

directly, but to purchase the
mortgage company’ s interests
(the second mortgage and al
the rights assigned to it by the
court) for $1.375 million,
with the intention of then
returning to the court to ask
for an Order Absolute to
transfer title of the property
to us. We anticipated no
problem with this, asthe
other major creditor — the
first mortgage holder — was
.+ | theProvince, which was

' | owed $1.26 million asa
result of a“Tourism Industry

beautiful forests of the Sooke
Hills. This site has, for
generations, been well known
as one of Southern Vancouver Idand’s most
spectacular and most popular “swimming holes’.

For the past 25 years the site has been owned
by a developer — Deer Trails Ltd. — which has
made severd failed attempts at building lodges,
movie studios, restaurants and cottages on the site,
and running up millions in debts in the process.
Last year, Deer Trails magjor creditor — a
mortgage company based in the Turks and Caicos
— began foreclosure proceedings and was awarded
the right to sell the property to recover some of
their $10 million second mortgage.

That’swhen TLC came into the picture. Our
broad mandate covers areas of important outdoor
recreational value, as well as the unique
geologica and environmental values of this site.
The property has been eyed for many years by
both BC Parks and CRD Parks as a candidate for
park development, but it had not been available.
TLC decided that it was high time this incredible
natural resource was brought into the public
domain and properly protected for al time. We
proposed to acquire the site and, in partnership
with the Province and the CRD, turn it into a park.

Rather than risking a bidding war in the
courts, we opted not to try and buy the property
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Sooke Potholes photo Al Harvey
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Development Grant” given to
Deer Trailsin the early
1980s (for work which was
never completed).

Unfortunately, in a move that surprised
everyone —including the Minister of Water, Land
and Air Protection — the Ministry of Revenue sold
its mortgage to the property owner’ s daughter and
son-in-law. This then provided them with the
opportunity — working hand-in-hand with the
owner —to initiate foreclosure proceedings of
their own in an attempt to retain the property,
wipe out about $12 million in debts (7TLC's
included), and then re-start their development
objectives. All for a payment of only $1.26 mil.

TLC hasthe right under the court process to
defend our $10 million mortgage interests by
paying off the first mortgage holder. We will be
doing just that. Supported by the Capital
Regional District and, hopefully soon by
MWLAP, we are now continuing this battle
through the court. 1t’'s unfortunately a more
convoluted, more stressful and somewhat more
expensive process (court costs, etc.) than we'd
hoped, but we remain extremely confident that
within afew weeks we'll be successful in
protecting this specia place, forever, for
everyone. For more information, please see our
website at www.conservancy.bc.caor cal lan
Fawcett or Bill Turner.
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Two Knockan Hill Parks?

The most well known Knockan Hill Park in the
Victoria area comprises hilltop meadows and
forested dopes in the Municipality of Saanich.
Next to this park is a new Knockan Hill Park in
the Town of View Royal, a hectare of surviving

The pathy e [ t- '!'"!ﬂ:'_;'-' (ol b fibe s — gugt— o

indigenous greenspace that was purchased by the
town in 2001. Its hectare of land, formerly 101
High Street, is an open rocky promontory that
supports Garry oaks surrounded by mixed
woodland, commanding sweeping vistas over
View Roya and the Sooke Hills. Its purchase
supported the survival of many indigenous species
on Knockan Hill and conserved an area of open
terrestrial herbaceous habitat, originally typical of
Garry oak woodlands, but now rare in the Capital
Region.

The Friends of Knockan Hill Park Society
(FKHPS) isasmall, neighbourhood organisation
whose members, inspired by love and concern for
the remaining greenspaces on Knockan Hill,
assumed stewardship of them in 1991. They
identified the privately owned property at 101
High Street as crucid to the survival of natural
habitat on the hill. They encouraged its purchase
by the Town of View Roya and diligently
pursued avenues to ensure its conservation.  They
also sought, obtained and coordinated help for the
Town from The Land Conservancy of B.C. and
the Habitat Acquisition Trust.
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How you can help save View Royal’s Knockan
Hill Park from subdivision:

1. e-mall (info@town.viewroyal.bc.ca
mailto:info@town.viewroya .bc.ca> ) or write
the Town of View Roya. Tel the Mayor and
councillors know how much you appreciate
their purchase of the new Knockan Hill Park,
and ask that they keep the park intact Town of
View Royal 45 View Royal Ave.VictoriaBC,
VOB 1A6

2. Make atax-deductible donation to the * 101
Acquisition Fund’, c/o Habitat
AcquisitionTrust, P.O. Box 8552, Victoria
BC, V8W 32

The Abbotsford Land Trust
has two new campaigns.
15 acres of Wetland areto
be donated to Abbotsford
Land Trust within the next
year. The wetlands contain
o several distinct areas of
swamp, riparian forest, Hardhack/Cattail shrub,
and Reed Canary Grass along with severa
sections of wet channels and portions of Horn and
Wilband creeks. Important for its water holding
and water cleansing capacity, the wetlands also
have signs of wildlife use; beaver, coyote and
mink species as well as fish and waterfowl. Sites
on the property may also be habitat for the
Endangered Pecific Watershrew. Contributions to
lifelong stewardship are needed to ensure proper
monitoring and enhancement of this important
area.

Secondly the Land Trust is undertaking a
membership and endowment drive to increase
generd support for the Land Trust during its
newly funded Natural Areas Stewardship Project.
We hope to engage, on a watershed-by-watershed
basis, the local community in the creation of a
vision and plan for the conservation of historic,
cultural and natural areas within the watershed.

Please visit us at www.abbotsfordlandtrust.ca
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Celebrates 50
Protected
Islands Trust Fund Places

The Idands Trust Fund (ITF) is celebrating 50
protected places in the Trust Area, and we want to
thank all of those who have made this
achievement possible. We appreciate the
generosity and dedication of al our partners and
isand communities.

The contributions of generous landowners,
individuals, foundations and local conservancies
have resulted in the protection of over 600
hectares of unique ecosystems. These lands
include 13 nature reserves or nature sanctuaries
and 37 privately owned properties protected by
conservation covenants. The combined value of
these propertiesis over $10 million.

The creation of the Sharp-tailed Snake
Covenant on North Pender Island marks our 50"
pratected place. The smallest of al our protected
covenants (354 nt), this property is significant as
much of the current scientific understanding of
Sharp-tailed Snake biology in British Columbia
originates from this site. Thisisthe first
conservation covenant created to protect the
habitat of this endangered species. The
establishment of this covenant underscores the
value of protecting endangered wildlife habitat,
regardless of size.

Other conservation projects in 2004 include
the protection of the largest body of freshwater on
Galiano Idand (Laughlin Lake Covenant), and 22
acres of mature forest on Saturna Island (Old
Point Farm Covenant).

We are currently developing a Regional
Conservation Plan that will focus on protecting
remnant natural ecosystems. We are also working
to assist local idand groups to create a proposed
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network of protected places. However, the
success of both projects is dependent on strong
partnerships and island conservancies.

The celebration of this milestone is aso an
opportunity to reflect on our goals for the future.
We intend to protect at least 25% of the remaining
natural ecosystemsin the Trust Area, and a
variety of significant cultural landscapes that help
preserve the scenic, rura and marine character of
theidands. Continuing to build on our vauable
partnerships and encouraging the participation of
isandersis vital to our success.

Opportunity Fund in Development

Aswe celebrate the achievements of the last
14 years, the need to support local communitiesis
stronger than ever. The Idands Trust Fund is
developing an opportunity fund that will assist
conservancies and partner agencies with their
work protecting natural areas on the idands. Our
goal isto raise $50,000 toward this initiative.

Local conservancies and stewardship groups
will be able to apply for grants for conservation
work that matches the goals of the Idands Trust
Fund Vision Statement. Details of the application
process will be available early in 2005.

Our first mgjor fundraising project isa
birthday calendar promotion featuring spectacular
photographs of island properties owned by the
ITF. Thistype of calendar can be used year after
year, and we hope it will serve as a perpetua
reminder of the value of conserving natural
places.

The calendar will go on salethisFall. Partner
agencies wishing to help sell and promote the
calendar are encouraged to contact us for more
details.
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New Property Tax Exemption Program
Coming to CRD in 2005

The Idlands Trust’s Natural Areas Protection
Tax Exemption Program (NAPTEP) will be
launched for idands in the Capital Regiona
Digtrict in 2005. These idands are Galiano,
Mayne, North Pender, Salt Spring, Saturna and
South Pender.

The NAPTEP offers rewards to land owners
already protecting their property and provides a
strong incentive to others considering placing
covenants on their land.

Qualifying owners who place their property
under a permanent conservation covenant will see
a 65% reduction in property taxes on the protected
portion of their land. The covenant must be held
by the Idands Trust Fund and meet its minimum
standards to qualify.

Thisfall, the Idands Trust Fund will invite
current covenant holders to apply for the tax
certificate. In 2005, the tax incentive will be
available to those entering into new covenant
agreements with the Idands Trust Fund.

The initiation of this program is a significant
step toward addressing obstacles to conservation
of sengitive ecosystems on the idands. Over 90%
of land in the Idands Trust Areais privately
owned, and almost dl of thisland is classified and
taxed as residentia by the BC Assessment
Authority. The market value of residentid land is
based on its “highest and best economic use’, or
for its potentia for development.

Although no local services such as water,
sewage, garbage collection or fire protection are
available on most of these properties, landowners
may face atax rate 20% higher than in the city of
Vancouver.

By offering incentives to conservation such as
the NAPTEP, we hope to address some financia
obstacles to conservation faced by owners of
natura areas and help prevent the incidence of
‘logging for taxes'.
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Sharp-tailed snakes are non-venomous and
completely harmlesss to humans. They may be
distinguished from garter snakes by the sharply

pointed scale at the tip of their tail, and by
the distinctive black and white banding on the belly.

They are protected under BC's Wildlife Act.

Applications for the NAPTEP will be
available early in 2005, and Iands Trust Fund
staff will hold information sessions on the idands
a that time. More information about how to
qualify and apply for the tax certificateis
available on our website at
www.idlandstrust.bc.ca

The Islands Trust Ecosystem Maps
now available

The Idlands Trust Ecosystem Maps (ITEM)
are now complete. These maps provide valuable
information to our partners as to the status, quality
and quantity of ecosystems on each idand.

The project mapped both natural and modified
ecosystems across the entire landscape of the
major idands in the Islands Trust Area
Information provided by the maps will contribute
to the creation of a Regiona Conservation Plan
that will identify priority conservation areas for
the Idands Trust Areaand a protected areas
network for each idand.

The maps are available on the Conservation
Planning page of our website at
www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca/howtoprotectl ands/co
nservationplanning.htm.
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Celebrates 10 Years of Conservation

"Ten Years Naturaly" was a celebratory
weekend of eventsin late May honouring the Salt
Spring Idand Conservancy's (SSIC) decade of
working to preserve and enhance natural values
on Salt Spring Iland. In the past 10 years, the
Conservancy has educated thousands of islanders
about good stewardship practices, completed five
conservation covenants, established two nature
reserves on Salt Spring, and has been amajor
contributor to the purchases of over 2600 acres of
lands for protective management by government
and non-profit agencies.

In 1990 Martin Williams indicated that he was
interested in selling part of his property to the
community for parkland. The property on Mt.
Erskine would provide trail access to the crown
lands and much needed parkland on Salt Spring's
north end. Maureen Milburn and Fiona Flook
decided to work for the campaign to buy the
Williams property and went to the market every
Saturday where they met and talked with many
islanders dedicated to conservation. Through a
concerted community effort, enough money was
raised to purchase the Williams property. When
negotiations with existing agencies fell through, it
was clear that an on-island organisation was
needed to help motivated idlanders protect their
land. Our neighbours the Galiano Conservancy
served as an outstanding model of what could be
accomplished. In 1994 the Salt Spring Idand
Conservancy was founded by a group of
committed women: Maureen Milburn, Fiona
Flook, Ailsa Pearse, Nancy Braithwaite, Mallory
Pred, Heather Martin and Ann Richardson, most
still active in the Conservancy today.

Within months of the Conservancy’s
founding, the largest (160 acres) unprotected
stand of old-growth conifers, known as the Mill
farm, was threatened with subdivision and
fragmentation. A fundraising campaign was
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launched resulting in the successful purchase of
the land in partnership with CRD Parks and the
provincia government in 1996. It was an exciting
time as our idand became a“can do” placeto
form private and governmental partnerships to
buy and preserve land.

The successful Mill farm campaign was
barely over when a 63 ha (158-acre) parcel
surrounding most of Ford Lake was placed on the
market. A Conservancy director, acting privately
with other concerned individuas, bought the land
and held it awaiting conservation purchasers. The
Conservancy pledged to help with community
fundraising if necessary. Ducks Unlimited
Canada stepped in to complete the purchase.

In 2001, when the Texada Land Corporation
agreed to donate the trees on the 106 hectares
(262 acres) of Mount Maxwell watershed land
being purchased from them by North Salt Spring
Waterworks District in exchange for atax receipt.
SSIC was asked to hold a covenant to protect the
land in perpetuity and to issue areceipt for the
“ecological gift”. In addition to protecting the
drinking water that supplies much of Sat Spring,
this covenant was the first covenant in British
Columbia placed on a public water source.

In 2002, the Conservancy entered into a new
phase of land acquisition. At the end of that year,
SSIC received adonation of 29 ha (72 acre) of
land in the south of Salt Spring by Cordula Vogt
and her mother, Oda E. Nowrath of Duncan. The
land that has been named the Andreas Vogt
Nature Reserve is being managed in an
environmentally sensitive manner by SSIC to
protect the Garry oaks, arbutus and wetland areas.
In co-operation with the Trail and Nature Club,
SSIC built atrail on the land with beautiful views
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of the Gulf Islands, Fulford Harbour and Mt.
Maxwell. This reserve was the site of the Spring
“Stewards-in-Training Program” in which all of
Salt Spring's grade 6/7 students spent a day on the
reserve learning about ecology and conservation.

In 2003, over a decade after the original
attempt to purchase a portion of Martin William’'s
property, the Conservancy acquired 20 ha (50
acres) of hisland through a fundraising campaign.
The acquisition brought an extraordinary sense of
closure along with the recognition that, when it
comes to saving land, energy and persistence are
the Conservancy’s strongest dlies. Thisland is
now protected in
perpetuity asthe
Manzanita Ridge Nature
Reserve.

On Saturday, May
29" the Conservancy
honoured its seven
founders for their work in
forming the Conservancy
and their dedication to
idand conservation over
the last decade. They
were given framed

photographs donated by
Conservancy member
Birgit Bateman. The Conservancy released three
Bateman cards at last year’ sfair featuring natural
images of Salt Spring. These striking cards can be
viewed on the Conservancy website at
http://saltspring.gulfislands.com/conservancy/ and
are available for purchase at the office, the
Saturday market in the park and by mail order.

Internationally famous artist and long-time
Conservancy member Robert Bateman shared his
passion and knowledge about the environment
through atravel and art dideshow entitled
“Making Pleasing Places’ never seen before on
Salt Spring. The evening closed with an
entertaining live auction by locd entertainer Arvid
Chalmers who showcased the best of 75 auction
items donated by many of the Conservancy’s 500
members. The Conservancy aso auctioned off 50
items during a daylong silent auction. Over
$12,000 was raised to fund ongoing Conservancy
programs.
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Manznita Ridge Nature Reserve, photo Robin Annschild
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On May 30", the Conservancy highlighted the
dedication of some of its members in stewarding
their own land with a Tour to Pleasing Places, a
self-guided tour to five magica idand properties
that included two of the gardens featured in the
May issue of Canadian Gardening magazine.
There were also afternoon guided hikesto the Mill
Farm Reserve and to the Mount Maxwell lake
watershed.

The Salt Spring Island Conservancy’s
Stewardship Project 2004: Caring for
Species at Risk

The SSIC received

_j grants totalling $50,000 this
year from the Bullitt
Foundation, Canadian
Wildlife Service Habitat
Stewardship Program, Salt
Spring Idand Foundation,
Habitat Conservation Trust
Fund, CRD Grant-In-Aid,
Idands Trust, and TD
Friends of the Environment
Fund for the purpose of
educating Salt Spring
Islanders about land

stewardship. This

project is modeled on the
Conservancy’ s successful South and West Salt
Spring 1dand Stewardship Project completed in
2000.

The 2004 Stewardship Project seeksto focus
particular attention on species at risk (SAR) and
Garry Oak and associated ecosystems. Theinitia
phase of the project consisted of gathering
information from various organisations and
recovery teams about known occurrences of SAR
on SSI. Several occurrences had not been verified
for severa years, so spring work consisted of
verifying the continued existence of the speciesin
question. The project is targeting five COSEWIC
listed species, the sharp-tailed snake (Contia
tenuis), the yellow Montane violet (Viola
praemorsa SP. praemorsa), Macoun's
meadowfoam (Limnanthes macounii), Austin's
phantom orchid (Cephalanthera austiniae), and
the Dun skipper (Euphyes vestries) aswdl as
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SAR occurring in Garry Oak and associated
ecosystems. The exceptional early dryness of
2004 made it challenging to follow up on
occurrences of severa of the early flowering
species associated with Garry Oak ecosystems.
The Dun skipper was sighted this spring by
severd avid butterfly watchers on SSI, but we
have yet to capture it on film.

By reaching out to our
partners such as the Garry
Oak Ecosystem Recovery
Team (GOERT), the Sharp-
tailed Snake Recovery Team
and biologists from the BC
Biodiversity Branch we have
begun to collect reference
materials and resources that
SSIC can useto firstly
educate our staff and
volunteers, and now make
available to the public. Gathering as much
information as possible about the SAR found on
SSl, such as when the occurrences were last
verified, who owns the land and what the
stewardship options are for each site, isadding a
new dimension to our ability to prioritize areas of
interest for conservation.

Much of the work of the SSIC Covenant
Committee over the last four years has been based
on contacts made during the 2000 Stewardship
Project. While covenants by their nature proceed
dowly, we have found that the personal contact
and relationships during the stewardship projects
have been critical to our ability to facilitate long-
term conservation. The combination of public
education events and outreach through letters,
mailings and publicity to offer landholders a site
visit with conservancy biologists has been very
successful. Walking the land together highlights
our shared love of the land, whether it is during a
guided walk through one of our protected
sensitive ecosystems on SSI, or on private land in
the company of the owners. This shared loveis
what alows us to work together to find ways to
better care for the land and it’s most sensitive
inhabitants.

The SSIC would like to hear from those on
Salt Spring and nearby idets who have land
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containing Garry Oak trees and Species at Risk
including sharp-tailed snakes, western bluebirds,
yellow montane violets, Austin’s phantom
orchids, and dun skippers. Please contact Robin
Annschild or Karen Hudson at

Sssi conservancy @saltspring.com or 538-0318.

Arbutus
(Arbutus
menziesii
Pursh) — Signs
of Trouble?

For the last 10 years
arbutus seem to be
declining — most oftenin
urban areas. No oneistotally sure what's
triggering it, a canker or bacteria, increased ozone
depletion or atmospheric pollution, but the tree
turns black, loses its leaves and dies.

A Symosium on the topic, held in 1995 at the
Centre for Urban Horticulture, University of
Washington, Sesttle, drew 200 people who
presented reports, research and discussion, mostly
about the effectsin urban areas. The decline of
the Pacific Madrone (arbutus Menziesii Pursh)
Current Theory and Research Directions Adams
and Hamilton, 1999 includes many papers
presented at the symposium. (available from
Centre for Urban Horticulture, at 206-543-8616)

"In British Columbia, man-made root disturbance may
predispose trees to attack by the native fungus
Natrassia mangiferae, which causes canker and
dieback (Hunt 1999). Mycorrhizas may play a role in the
resistance of some trees to decline (Trudell et al. 1999).
Phytophthora ramorum, a new pathogen of unknown
origin causing "sudden oak death" in California and
Oregon, can also damage arbutus, causing leaf spots
and cankers. Since this pathogen is thought to spread
rapidly on ornamental plants like rhododendron
(DeFrancesco, 2001), especially in wet weather, it may
become important for British Columbia in the future."”
From

http://genetics.forestry.ubc.ca/cfgc/species files/ar
bumen.html|

Volume 9, Fall 2004 Page 16



| and | rust A"iance of BC Frogram uPclatcs

New Research — Economic Arguments for Conservation

In order to secure a vibrant and wealthy economy,

safeguarding Canada’s ecosystems is essential.
Primary messages from
Safeguarding Canada's Wealth: Bringing Stewardship & Conservation into the Economy,
by Linda Horsfall & Sheila Harrington, Land Trust Alliance of BC, June 2004.

Canadian policies and economic practices
need to include the values of natural
ecosystems because our health and wedlth are
directly based on the use of ever-diminishing
natural resources.

Scientific research documents the increasing
threats and significant changes to the health of
species, ecosystems and humans.

The Canada West Foundation’s report,
Looking West 2004 (February), found that
western Canadians continue to rate the
environment as one of the top four priorities.

Over the past decade the stewardship and
conservation sector has increased in influence,
has grown in size and diversified. Groups
have increasing expertise, capacity and
activity levels, taking on work formerly done
by government. Recent research has found
lack of funding for stewardship and
conservation work across the board.
Increasingly, Canadian communities are
depending on the expertise of non-profit
organisations as they provide inexpensive and
extensive work, such as education,
stewardship and conservation.

The most widdly
accepted economic
methodologies do not
include al ecological

Economists have recently estimated
that an intact natural ecosystem
provides 100 times more value to

society than a developed one.

Conclusion:

Government subsidies largely
favour industries with destructive
ecological footprints. Support
should be shifted to

values. Ecosystem
goods and services not included, such as clear
air, clean water, hedlthy forests, soil, and
provision of wildlife and recreational habitat
are necessary for hedlthy life.

It is profitable for society to conserve and
preserve ecosystems. For example, New
York City avoided spending the US$6 to $8
billion required to build a new water treatment
plant by opting to enhance and protect the
upstate watershed at a much cheaper cost of
USS$L.5 hillion.

Growing public and private demand for
environmental protection suggests that
Canada ought to redirect or eliminate
economic support systems still in place that
favour industries that generate the greatest
ecologica harm.

The Kingfisher

Volume 9, Fall 2004

environmentally sustainable
industries, and stewardship and conservation
organisations, as they safeguard natural assets
through conservation and stewardship. They
contribute economic, socia and environmentd
benefits to society. They aso restore ecosystems
thereby ensuring continued production of
ecosystem goods and services. Funding islacking
for stewardship and conservation work, and thus
an immediate shift in public, private and
government support needs to occur. This change
would allow al Canadians to incorporate
stewardship into their daily activities and make it
easier, desirable and economically viable to
protect our natural ecosystems— Canada strue
wedlth. Funding for this research provided by The
Real Estate Foundation of BC, Environment
Canada, Canadian Wildlife Service, and Habitat
Conservation Trust Fund. For the full report
http://www.landtrustal liance.bc.calresearch.html
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Standards, Practices & New Monitoring Guidelines

"The work we do is not simply a matter between landowners and land trusts. It is dependent on a
suite of laws and policies that will only survive if the general public and its el ected representatives

understand our work, identify with it, and believe it is serving the best interest of the public.
Russel Shay, USLTA

Professional standards and practices are
essentia in order to build and maintain public
confidence in land trusts. Public scrutiny and
expectations are increasing with our success. The
LTABC isworking both independently and with
our counterparts across the country in updating
and expanding on our Standards & Practices. If
you would like to work with us on this, please
contact John Scull at Cowichan Community Land
Trust or SheilaHarrington at LTABC. Our
Standards & Practices are posted on the website
for everyone to view and adopt.

In Ontario, aland trust must agree to adopt
the S& P within two years of joining the OLTA.
BC has voluntary standards, but we encourage all
land trusts to adopt them. Please ask your board
to consider these important standards, make a
motion to bring your practices into compliance
with them, and work toward adopting them. If
they would like to work with us on revisions,
please contact us!  So far, the following land trusts
have sent us letters indicating they have adopted,
or are currently working toward bringing their
practices into compliance:

Congratulations for Adoption to:

Abbotsford Community Land Trust
Comox Valley Land Trust
Cowichan Community Land Trust
Discovery Coast Greenways Land
Trust

Nanaimo & ArealLand Trust

Salt Spring Island Conservancy
The Land Conservancy of BC
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Draft Monitoring Guidelines for
Approval, Revision and Adoption
by LTABC Land Trust members

The following guidelines were created by a

network of land trust representatives across the
country in order to offer "self regulation”
regarding the monitoring of conservation
covenants/easements in Canada. Please review
these with your board members and pass a
resolution to adopt them or suggest revisions to
us. To view the cross-Canadareport on
monitoring practices, please see our website —
www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca

As Monitoring is an essential component of
holding land or interests in land:

1

Land trusts agree to monitor their land
interests regularly at least once ayear, or as
appropriate to the easement/
covenant/servitude, unless awritten
agreement to monitor is made with another
conservation organisation, or another rationale
iS provided;

Land trusts will use aforma monitoring
protocol of their own making or that of
another conservation organisation or regional
Alliance;

The results of monitoring visits will be
documented in writing;

Monitoring documents and records will be
backed-up and stored in a secure location;

Monitoring of Ecogifts will include
confirmation that the present use of the
property is consistent with that at the time of
the donation;
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6. Monitoring documentation relating to
Ecogifts will be made available to
Environment Canada upon request.

It isintended that these points be a starting point
for the development of minimum guidelines that
will be adopted by land trust organisations. As
these guidelines are to apply to the land trust
community on a national level, input from
individua land trusts throughout Canadato
improve, add, and/or clarify the above pointsis
seen as an essential component in their
development and adoption.

Formation of
Land Trust Coalition for Canada

As many of you know, a national coalition for
Canadais under development. A committee of
representatives from across Canada have been
meeting by tel econference since the Leading Edge
conference last July 2003 to discuss issues,
purposes and goals of a national codlition. So far,
the following actions have been undertaken:

1. Formation of a national Steering Committee

including

Eileen Pamer, Bill Turner,

Sheila Harrington (LTABC)

Jm Smith (Southern Alberta Land Trust Society)

Bernie Vandenbelt, Dave Walker (OLTA)

Pierre Vaiquette, L ouis Gagne (Regroupement
des organismes propriétaires de milieux
naturel s protégés du Québec (RMN)

Margo Sheppherd (Nature Trust of New

Brunswick)

Bonnie Sutherland (Nova Scotia Nature Trust)

With advisors and assistance from:

Clayton Rubec, Environment Canada

Craig Lee, independent contractor (formerly with
Trust for Public Land, US)

Julie Gelfand (Canadian Nature Federation)

2. Formation of national survey — we want your
input into how this coalition should work to help
your land trust protect and maintain our natural
and culturd diversity! To submit — please go to:
www.hostedsurvey.takesurvey.asp?<national
Survey deadline: August 20", 2004
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3. Report on status of land trusts in Canada
Thisis a contract underway now to research and
report on findings and studies done on land trusts
and their successes, challenges, goals and
objectives — to help with the foundation
documents and formation of the Coalition.

4. October meeting of Committee in conjunction
with the OLTA annua seminars with aview to set
the foundation goals and objectives for the
Codlition.

Lets have your input — how could a national
coalition help move your work ahead???

Land Trust Alliance of BC

Membership Fee Increase

Asyou may know, we have had a
membership fee of $100 since our inception in
1997. Eight yearslater, we are only now raising
our membership fees. We are attempting to align
these fees with the Land Trust's ability to pay.

The following fees are subject to approval from
the membership. However thisis our suggestion
for a 2005 membership increase:

DU, TNT, NCC, TLC - $1000,

Idands Trust Fund -$500,

Staffed Organisations - $250,

Un-gtaffed, no gaming funds $100

The US LTA charges from $ 225 — 2400
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Appraisal Assistance Grants

Thanks again to the Canadian Wildlife Service, The
LTABC will once again be administering this grant
program to assist with Yaf Appr aisa costs - this
year up to $3000. See the website for application
and procedures.

Best Practices Manual CD

The LTABC isworking to compile a manua
of Sample Documents and Templates for your
use. In June, we sent you a letter asking for your
help by providing your land trust's best sample
documents. Y ou may have already been contacted
by one of the following committee members who
are working together on the project. Many thanks
to Lucy Reiss, John Scull, Karen Hudsen, Les
Bogden, Eileen Palmer and Kathy Dunster for
hel ping with this extensive project. Materials are
due in by September 20" send or inquire with
Sheila@landtrustalliance.bc.ca. Funding for this
project provided by The Vancouver Foundation,
The Real Estate Foundation of BC and Canadian
Wildlife Service.

An Introduction to

Conservation Covenants

A Guide For Developers and
Planning Departments

Developed in tandem with the VVancouver

Idand and Gulf Idand land trusts, this eight page
information kit is available for download off the
website, or by mail order fromthe BCLTA. As
planning departments and developers start to be
aware of and use the conservation covenant, many
land trusts are being approached with expectations
that they must hold the covenant. Of course, every
land trust should only accept covenants from
willing land owners, and based on knowledge that
they can monitor and enforce the covenant.

This information guide, available now, will be
contained within the Best Practices Manual. It
helps to educate both planning departments and
developers on the purposes, costs, and
responsihilities of the partiesinvolved in
maintaining a conservation covenant. Available
for download on the website or contact the
LTABC office 250-538-0112 .
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GREEN LEGACIES RAMPS UP
GIVING TO STEWARDSHIP GROUPS

Is your organisation's profile and contact
information up-to-date on the Green Legacies
web-page? If not, you could be missing a
valuable opportunity to receive gifts.

Recently, a donor from the United States
contacted Stewardship Centre co-ordinator Naomi
Mark and said they had just one day to give away
achunk of money in their company's environment
fund. They wanted to support conservation in BC
but didn't know whereto start. Naomi directed
the caller to the directory of conservation and
stewardship organisations listed as part of the
Green Legacies section of the Stewardship
Centre's web-site. The donor was able to choose
an organisation that fit with her objectives, and
the gift went through. Sound like a dream? Don't
miss out, make sure your listing is up-to-date, and
make sure you're prepared to receive gifts. (Goto
www.greenlegacies.ca, the Conservation
Organisations section)

Also, if you would like additiona copies of
the Green L egacies guide to give to your donors
in the hope they'll better understand the benefits of
green giving and make larger giftsto your
organisation, please contact the new Green
Legacies project co-ordinator, Lorna Visser of
Carmanah Strategies, at 250-358-2722 or
carmanah@look.ca

The Green Legacies project is continuing its
outreach and promotion, with the intention of
bringing more financia support to land
stewardship and conservation organisations. We
are continuing to reach out to allied professionals
such as estate lawyers and financia planners with
the "green giving gospel." We have taken out an
ad in the Canadian Donor's Guide, which is used
by lawyers and planners to assist their clientsin
locating charities for bequests and other types of
planned gifts. More outreach is planned for the
fall and winter.
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chislativc Changcs & uPdatcs

SARA, BC Wildlife Act
and Land Trusts - By Lisa Fox

Phantom Orchid, Cephalanthera austiniae isa
distinct and beautiful plant, if you can find oneto
photograph. Listed as‘ Threatened’ by
COSEWIC, this saprophyte contains no
chlorophyll in its leaves for food production; but
derives nutrients from dead and decaying
materias and is thus amost totally white save for
asmal yellow gland on the ‘orchid’ lip. It aso
has periods of dormancy that can last in some
casesfor years. The plant's close fungal
association with certain deciduous trees and poor
seed set make it difficult to transplant or grow out
of its natural habitat. Forest habitat loss and
potential lack of pollinators are also issues for
this species. All of these factors serve to make
this plant relatively unknown and vulnerable.
Known ‘populations exist through out the Fraser
Valley and Southern Gulf / Vancouver isands.

Phantom Orchid, photo: Curtis

In 1996, under the National Accord for the

Protection of Species at Risk, BC pledged to Land Trusts can get involved with endangered

species through land owner contact,

conserve our rich biodiversity. Specifically the protection of habitat sites, mapping, and

province was to prepare recovery plans, designate providing / helping recovery teams with

species and protect habitat. What this has meant stewardship tools like brochures and

has been the long drawn-out establishment of stewardship agreements.

recovery teams, production of some recovery

plqns and listing of s_pecies (red and blue lists). Overall, precious few species have been

With the recent passing and enforcement of legally protected under BC's Wildlife Act.

SARA (Species at Risk Adt), and its safety net, Because of narrow definitions and some say

the province has been put under a deadline to live political interference, there have only been four

Up to its pledge. Wildlife Act species (Burrowing Owl, Sea Otter,
- . . . Vancouver Isand Marmot, and White Pelican)

For most provi n(.:'dly listed SPECIES, this designated. Recently the province introduced

pressure has meant little, legally speaking, on. Bill 51 to change the Wildlife Act by broadening

crown and private land because of definitionsin the definition of species to include among cthers,

the Wildlife act. For example, even i the plants. On awarm and fuzzy note, any move to

provincial political will existed, by definition, the improve the legiglative framework is a positive

ph_antt_)m orchid would not qualify under the move in a province where legd tools for

Wildlife Act. endangered species are notably weak (WCEL,

www.wcel .org/deregul ation/bill51.pdf).
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We hope many plants and other fauna will be
provincialy protected under the Wildlife Act. On
amore cynicd noteit is feared that this move to
open up the Wildlife Act isjust a positioning
manoeuvre designed to convey the appearance
that the Provincia government is doing
something to protect BC's endangered species.
An urgent case to watch on thisis the Spotted
Owl. In aderegulation backgrounder, WCEL
(www.weel .org/deregul ation/bill51.pdf) states,

“ Nonetheless, even with these amendments the
Wildlife Act falls far short of what is needed to
protect species at risk.... The failure to require
science-based decisions about
endangered species, and the
wide political discretion left
to the cabinet about whether
and how to implement these
protections, leave species
with no guarantee of real
protection. Moreover, the
legislation may have the

impact of actually reducing
species protection by delaying
federal action to protect species at risk” .

What's aland trust to do? We can keep the
provincial and federa government on notice, but
we should also continue do what we do best:
secure and protect habitat.

Codd Wetland, Tamsin Baker

NEW CABINET SWORN IN
Prime Minister Paul Martin swore in his new
cabinet thisyear. BC's new Minister of the
Environment is Stephane Dion from Quebec.
Geoff Regan will remain our Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans.
For more information on cabinet positions, see:
http://www.pm.gc.ca/eng/new_team.asp
If you are interested in reading about the changes
announced by the Prime Minigter, link to his
website: http://www.pm.qgc.caleng/default.asp
DROUGHT MANAGEMENT PLANS
The Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection
and the Ministry of
Sustainable Resource
Management will provide
—— local governments across
B.C. with up to $2 millionin
funding as part of the
Provincia Drought Action
Plan. The funding, together
with a comprehensive

handbook, “ Dealing with
Drought,” will be available to
communities with stressed water supplies and
those that need to complete water conservation or
drought management plans. The $2 million in
planning funds for communitiesis being
provided as aresult of a provincial survey of
local water suppliers

The average British Columbian uses

The SARA Public
Registry is your source for
information and documents
relating to the Species at Risk Act (SARA).
http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/lnews etter/unsubscr
ibe e.cfm

Other sources of info:
Canadian Wildlife Service http://www.cws-
scf.ec.gc.calindex e.cfm

Endangered Species and Ecosystemsin British
Columbia
http://srmwww.gov.bc.calatrisk/

International Fund for Animal Welfare
http://www.ifaw.org/ifaw/general/
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carried out last fall. The

litres of water per day, far higher thfansurvey found that
the national averagf 340 litres

approximately 25 per cent
of water supply systems
were stressed |last year and
two thirds brought in water restrictions to ensure
continued supply. Of those surveyed, 63 per cent
had a viable water supply plan, 57 per cent had a
water conservation plan and 23 per cent had a
long-term drought management plan.

Land and Water BC Inc., the government
corporation responsible for water allocation,
provides the funding and the handbook in mid-
June. The handbook will include templates for a
number of drought-related plans as well as model
bylaws. Details on how to access the funding
will be available at www.Iwbc.bc.ca. For alist of
useful water conservation tips, visit the
Government's web page at www.gov.bc.ca
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WESTCOAST ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
UPDATES:

Sweeping changes to BC's environmental laws
continue. The third year of the provincial Liberal
government was equally, if not more, busy on the
environmental deregulation front as the previous
two. About one-quarter of the 99 bills passed in
the Legidature relate to the environment in some
way. They include both new legidation and
significant amendments to existing statutes.
While some were the subject of public
consultation, many were passed in a matter of
days with no consultation and very little
legidative debate. Read the full article:
http://www.wcel .org/4976/29/03/02.htm

JUDGE RULES IN FAVOUR OF THE
PUBLIC OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

In alandmark ruling in the Supreme Court of
British Columbia Judge Quijano denied the BC
Attorney Genera's request for an interlocutory
injunction that would prevent members of the
public from entering publicly owned land in
Cathedra Grove, adjacent to McMillan Park.

In her ruling, brought down on Friday May 28,
2004 Judge Quijano stated:” Without question
the public interest in obtaining compliance with
the law is high, but there is a corresponding
public interest in ensuring that individuals are not
denied due process under existing legidation
solely on the grounds that it would be expedient
or convenient to do so. As has been pointed out
in anumber of recent decisions of the British
Columbia Supreme Court, an injunction is a
powerful remedy which may transform a dispute
between a citizen and the government into a
dispute between the citizen and the court and it is
not to be used as afirst choice remedy except in
extraordinary circumstances.”

TAXING HERITAGE (excerpted from the
Heritage Society of BC release)

For years the heritage community has struggled
to fend off arguments that designation of heritage
property resultsin loss of value. While such
claims have never been supported by solid
information, they are potent nonetheless, and the
possibility of loss of vaue was one reason for the
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provision in provincid heritage legidation for a
financial compensation mechanism.

Now it seemsthat the B.C. Assessment Authority
(A.A.) has turned the whole argument on its head.
The owners of aNew Westminster designated
heritage home recently discovered that their
property tax includes a special levy, increasing
the assessed value by 15 per cent, because the
house is designated.

In Ontario, Dr. Robert Shipley conducted a
couple of landmark studies on the subject in the
1990's. His findings were that, in general,
designated heritage residences appreciated in
value more quickly than residential property asa
whole, and held their value better during market
dumps. However, he concluded that the reason
for this was extensive care by the homeowner.

The A.A. isimposing alevy on designated
heritage homes, apparently on the strength of
nothing more than the perception, unsupported by
statistical data, that designated homes sdll for
more. Thisisakind of "heritage profiling": some
designated heritage homes sell for more,

therefore a designated home must automatically
be worth more - not on the basis of
improvements, repairs, or restoration, but smply
by virtue of the passage of a municipal bylaw that
places restrictions on aterations to or demolition
of the property. The heritage levy is not applied
universally, but according to some unspecified set
of rules or guidelines.

THE VEHICULAR WORLD.
Stats show there are 34 per cent more trucks,
minivans and SUV's on the road today than in
1990. In fact, 2003 saw "light truck" sales
outstrip passenger car salesfor the first time
ever. The average SUV produces about one-
third more carbon dioxide per kilometre than the

average passenger car. Environment Canada has
found SUV's to be even more pollution intensive
than airplanes. (Sierra Club release)

The good news is that aternatives are on the
rise, too. Check out Toyota's gas/electric Prius
(60 mpg around town) or Honda's Civic Hybrid
(61 moa citv). Or check out Biodiesd!!
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Congratulations to Bill Turner and the Land
Conservancy of BC for winning gold in the
Conservation category at the Canadian
Environment Awards ceremony! Also,
congratulations to Eliza Olsen of Burns Bog
Conservation Society, who shared the silver
award.

IN MEMORY OF DIANE MOEN
| am sorry to tell you that Diane M oen passed
away recently after atwo-year battle with cancer.

Diane had a long and dedicated involvement with
parks and conservation in British Columbia. It
would be impossible for meto list al of the parks
and protected areas in which Diane played a
critical part. Think of Jedediah Idand, think of
the Gowlland Todd Park, think of the Nature
Legacy parks on Vancouver Idand, the Lower
Mainland Nature Legacy and the Pacific Marine
Heritage Legacy. Think Churn Creek. Thelist
goes on and on. Diane was the person
responsible for bringing the Province into the
Mill Farm purchase on Sdalt Spring Idand. | well
remember taking her to see not only Mill Farm,
but that entire area of Salt Spring Idand and
explaining to her the vision for its protection.
Diane'got it' immediately and once she wason it
she never wavered. She played a significant role
in the more recent purchases from Texada on Salt
Spring Idand.

Diane was a civil servant with a dedication to BC
and to Parks and protected areas. She believed
deeply in what she was doing and she put her
heart and soul into her work. Of course she was
not alone in her dedication. There were others
within the provincial government who shared her
passion and dedication.

Not being a palitician, (provincialy) she was
often invisible at the announcements but without
her and a very few others these things would not
have happened. Many of the people who
benefited from her efforts would not be aware of
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the debt they owe her. She hasleft asplendid
legacy for our grandchildren.

Diane did become a politician; she was elected to
city council in Central Saanich and served on the
Capital Regiona Didtrict Board. Shedid so
because of her dedication to her community and
to her region and she served them very well
indeed.

Diane was a member of the Board of TLC The
Land Conservancy. She will be greatly missed.
Bill Turner

OKANAGAN NATION RETURNS
SOCKEYE TO SKAHA LAKE AFTER
HALF A CENTURY

After amost a century of habitat destruction and
blocked migration for the Okanagan wild salmon,
their chances of being able to move more freely
up the Okanagan River were greatly increased
this Summer. In June, the Okanagan Nation
reintroduced sockeye fry back into the Skaha
Lake. Approximately 350,000 sockeye fry were
raised from eggs collected from the Okanagan
River last fall and released near Penticton in the
Okanagan River upstream of SkahaLake. This
pilot project is part of a 12-year initiative of the
Okanagan Nation to reintroduce sockeye back
into their historic habitat.

The Okanagan Nation Alliance (ONA) has been
involved with salmon restoration within the
Okanagan Basin portion for many years. ONA
has been involved in fostering and developing
partnerships for fisheries stock and habitat
restoration with Colville Confederated Tribes,
Fisheries and Oceans Canach (DFO), the
Ministry of Water Land and Air Protection
(MWLAP), and local interest groups since its
fisheries department was established in 1995.

For more information, contact:

Deana Machin, ONA - (250) 707-0095 ext 105
Cell (250) 308-8641

Jillian Tamblyn, ONA - (250) 707-0095 Ext 110
jtamblyn@syilx.org
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FIRST NATIONS AND PROVINCE
SIGN FORESTRY PACTS

In the largest forestry accommodation deal
signed in B.C. the BC provincia government
has committed $13 million in forest revenues
to the Cowichan Tribes over the next six years.
The agreement involves $13 million over six
years as a share of provincial forestry revenues.
A further $600,000 in economic devel opment
funding from the province's Treaty Negotiations
Office will go toward forest-sector training in
engineering, silviculture, harvesting and
geographic information systems mapping as well
asto aforest development and stewardship plan.
The agreement provides the Cowichan Tribes
with a share in forestry revenue in exchange for
the government being able to make decisions
with certainty on use of land that is claimed by
the First Nation as its traditional territory. The
agreement is the seventh signed so far by the
provincial government, part of a pledge made a
year ago to commit atotal of $95 millionin
forestry revenue over three years to First Nations
Agreements have also been made with four bands
in Vancouver. So far, $28 million of the $95
million has been committed through such
agreements.

The Cowichan Tribes live on nine reserves
covering amost 2,400 hectares in the Duncan and
North Cowichan area.

WEST COAST AND ST'AT'IMC pioneer
new ways to protect forests. The St'at'imc people
are committed to protecting the forests of their
territory, including species like grizzly bear, mule
deer and salmon, to sustain the land, water and
St'at'imc culture. When decisions are made about
these and other forests, Courts have said
government must not only consult with First
Nations like the St'at'imc, but also seek workable
accommodations of their Aborigind Title and
Rights. But how does this work in practice?

Full article: www.wcel.org/4976/29/03/03.htm

GATHERING PLACE FIRST NATIONS

A Gathering will take place on Lady Mt. Cheam,
August 14 & 15" with several groupsto publicly
perform spiritual work on the mountainsin the
Pilalt Territory as pressures to develop the
mountain rise. These mountain ranges have been
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apart of traditiond living, learning, and
connection to the earth, protection, and well
being since time immemoria. Vigt:
www.gatheringpl acefirstnationscanews.com

PROTECTED AREA "GAP ANALYSIS"
PUBLISHED IN NATURE

Hundreds of IUCN scientist collaborated on a
survey analysing the effectiveness of the global
protected area network in representing species
diversity, referred to as the “global gap analysis.”
The paper recently appeared in the high profile
science journa Nature and is one of the most
comprehensive peer-reviewed anaysis of its kind.

After the World Parks Congressin South Africa,
September 2003, it was concluded that the global
network of protected areas now covers 11.5% of
earth’s surface. This surpasses the 10% target
proposed 10 years earlier at the Caracas
Congress. However, the global gap analysis finds
that approximately 300 Critically Endangered,
237 Endangered, and 267 Vulnerable bird,
mammal, turtle and amphibian species have no
protection in any part of their habitat ranges.

The analysis compared a map of over 100,000
protected areas to maps of 11,633 species ranges
from four species groups. Places where species
live without any protection were identified, and
analysis showed where the highest priority gaps
in protection existed.

The study's findings indicate that it is no longer
sufficient to consider the building of protected
area systems in terms of the percentage of
particular ecosystems that are covered by the
system. If protected areas are to be effectivein
conserving biodiversity, they need to be designed
in relation to the distribution patterns of species.

The results of the study were released at the
World Parks Congress in September 2003: See:
http://www.iucn.org/themes/wcpal/wpc2003/pdfs/
newsevents/day5/prciiucngaps120903.pdf

B.C.'S COWICHAN RIVER DESIGNATED
TO THE CANADIAN HERITAGE RIVERS

SYSTEM
In April 2004, the Federa Ministry of
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Environment announced the designation of
British Columbias Cowichan River to the
Canadian Heritage Rivers System (CHRS).

Located near the community of Duncan, on
southeastern Vancouver Idand, the river flows 47
kilometres easterly from Cowichan Lake to
Cowichan Bay on the Georgia Strait. The Valey
is home to the Cowichan First Nation, a Coast
Salish people who have lived there for thousands
of years and maintain a strong connection to the
Cowichan River and surrounding areas. The
name Cowichan is derived from the Coast Sdlish
word 'Khowutsun," which means "land warmed
by the sun".

THREE WILDLIFE SPECIES CHOSEN
FOR TRINATIONAL PROTECTION

In the first agreement of its kind, the governments
of Canada, Mexico and the United States have
agreed to protect the leatherback turtle,

humpback whale and pink-footed shearwater,
setting a precedent for future intergovernmental
cooperation.

Selection of the three species was based on a
range of factors, including a common
understanding of the threats faced by each
species, their geographic location, profile and
feasibility of success. Final action planswill be
presented to the public for comment in the fall.

The leatherback turtle is frequently entangled in
pelagic longline fishing gear, which can stretch
40-60 milesin asingle set. Humpback whales
are aso threatened by fishing gear entanglement
and ship collisions, athough there are new
concerns are arising regarding food availability
and noise pollution. The pink-footed shearwater,
which migrates from Chile to Alaska, is
vulnerable to longline entanglement and potentia
food source depletion as aresult of fishing
practices.

For more information, please contact: Spencer
Tripp at (514) 773-6237.

Commission for Environmental Cooperation, Tel:
(514) 350-4300; Fax: (514) 350-4314,
info@ccemtl.org

http://www.cec.org
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AN END TO THE WORKING FOREST
INITIATIVE

There will be no legal implementation of the BC
Liberas proposed Working Forest Initiative.
"...Thisisthefirst big victory the conservation
movement has achieved under the BC Libera
government. This goesto show it is aways the
sheer force of numbers of concerned citizens that
makes the difference in the end," states a jubilant
Ken Wu, WCWC Victoria Executive Director.
"Thefight is not over. Minister Abbott has
informed me that sometime in the future, they
may still attempt to establish legally binding
Timber Targets, that is, the guaranteed logging
zones of the Working Forest. In other words,
they've backed down for now, but may try to dip
in some of it in the future.”

Under the previous Working Forest proposa (BC
Government's "Working Forest Discussion Paper,
Jan. 2003), the government would have: -
Rescinded the Provincial Forest, thereby
eliminating the Ministry of Forests from most
decisions regarding Crown land sell-offsto
private real estate developers (ie. streamlined the
sl-off of public lands), and aso nullified the
legidative barrier in the Forest Act that forbids
the sale of Crown lands for forestry purposes.

- Established a Cabinet order in council which
would legally designate the Working Forest in the
place of the Provincial Forest. Thisorder in
council would define the purpose of the Working
Forest as to provide "land base certainty for the
forestry sector” and ensure al land use decisions
included economic assessments of the "highest
and best use” of the land (a proposition that could
undermine endangered species and water quality
protection in many parts of the province). -
Establish guaranteed logging zones, know as
Timber Targets, through Cabinet ordersin
councils.

Under the current plan: - The Provincial Forest
will remain. - There will be no Working Forest
order in council. ie. it will not have any lega
implementation. - Timber Targets that arise from
regional land-use plans will remain policy. There
are no current plans to make them legally binding
through Cabinet ordersin councils, athough the
government reserves the right to implement the
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Timber Targetsin the future. N For more info
cdl: Ken Wu: 250-388-9292
Article provided by WCWC

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY OF
CANADA AND PARTNERS COMPLETE
CANADA'S LARGEST PRIVATE
CONSERVATION INITIATIVE

The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) and
The W. Garfield Weston Foundation, together
with John and Barbara Poole of Alberta, and
Waterton area landowners, announced the
successful completion of the single largest private
conservation initiative in Canadian history.

The seven-year project, involving more than 25
different landowners, has resulted in the
protection of more than 100 square kilometres
(27,000 acres) of key conservation and ranching
lands adjacent to Waterton Lakes National Park
in the southwest corner of Alberta, without taking
the land out of production.

STOWAWAY ALIENS: THE
OVERLOOKED STORY OF BALLAST
WATER

Many invasive species, such as zebramussels and
mitten crabsfirst arrived in coastal North
America and the Great Lakes in the ballast water
of ocean-going ships. With increased global

trade, ballast water has become by far the primary
route for the transmission of invasive animals,
plants, and microorganisms.

On Feb. 13, 2004, the UN International Maritime
Organisation (IMO) adopted a new ballast-water
management convention that requires procedures,
record keeping, and testing to ensure that ships
shed as many hitchhiking organisms as possible.
This convention will take effect globaly 12
months after being ratified by 30 nations
(representing 35% of the world merchant
shipping tonnage). IMO Global Ballast Water
Management Program (including text of
convention, backgrounders, and a useful list of
links).

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP SOURCES:
World Wildlife Fund, info on ballast water
and aquatic invasives in North America: Cliff
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Curtis, 202-861-8379.

http://www.panda.org/news facts/newsroom/

press releases/news.cfm2uNewsl D=11022

Oceana: Jackie Savitz, 202-833-3900.

Northwest Envl. Advocates: Nina Bdll

503/295-0490. Ballast water & exoticsinfo.
http://www.northwestenvironmental advocates.org
/programs/KK.htm

MORE ON FISH FARMS

Fish Farm Protest in the Broughton
Archipelago

A diverse group of people and boats cruised near
the Burdwood Islands Fish Farm on July 10" to
express their concern for the state of thewild
sdmon in the Broughton Archipelago. This area
iswell known as a significant feeding and rearing
area for saimonids and now it has the highest
concentration of Atlantic fish farmsin BC. About
250 people on 45 boats traveled to this remote area
to express their concerns.

Representatives from Musgamagw Tsawatai neuk
Triba Council (MTTC) and from the Klawock in
Alaska, commercial and sport fishers, local
residents, and tourists from &l over the world
came with a collective message summed up in a
banner unfurled by a Green Peace vessdl, "Keep it
wild - no fish farms.”

Pink and Chum runs have dropped dramatically
sincethe firgt sealice out break in 2000 and many
believe the source of the sealiceis high-density
open-net Atlantic fish farms located along the
migration routes within the archipelago.

“Possible Factors Contributing to the Low
Productivity of the 2000 Broad Year Pink
Salmon," recently released.

lan Williams, a professional biologist with over
35 years of experience in fisheriesresearch in
BC, wrate this new independent report. 1t
reviews and discounts possible factors leading to
the extremely low levels of Pink salmon returning
in 2002 and strongly suggests that sealice from
fish farmsin the area are the only explanation for
the severity of the observed crash. Sealice
infestations of juvenile wild fish during their
seaward migration and the subsequent decline of

Page 27



these populations have been associated with fish
farming in Europe. The dominant feature that
overlaps this near-shore habitat is fish farms. Sea
lice from commercial opertnet salmon farm
operations in the archipelago are being singled

out as the most likely explanation for the striking
collapse in wild stocks.
http://www.envirolink.org/external.html Awww=ht
tp%3A//www.davidsuzuki.org& itemid=2003092
21816120.694473

Over a million farmed Atlantics escape in

Chile

On July 1st, a heavy storm hit the south of Chile
resulting in a massive escape of farmed Atlantic
sdmon in Chile's Region 11. Over amillion saimon
were reported escaped from 22 floating cages in
Acantilado Bay areain Puerto Aysen.

. For more information, go to
http://www.intrafish.com/print.php?articlel D=45779

500 tonnes of Krill or euphausiids are
commercially harvested each year in British
Columbia. The fishery occursin the Strait of
Georgia and severa Mainland inlets in the late
fal and early in the New Y ear. Fishers use fine
mesh plankton trawl nets that are towed several
metres below the surface after dusk. The catch is
either frozen at sea, or iced for transport to a land
based facility for further processing and freezing.
Most of the krill harvested in B.C. isuse for food
for the fin fish aquaculture industry. For more
information on krill as a colourant in farmed
Atlantic fish food, see DFO’s Aquaculture web
site:http://www.pac.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/aguaculture/topics/colour_e.htm

Conservation Council of New Brunswick
recommends salmon farms move onto land to
control the spread of a contaminant that can
cause “dead zones” in the ocean.

The United Nations Environment Programme has
identified “ creeping dead zones™ caused by high
nutrient loading in coastal waters the biggest
environmental threat to fish stocks.

Once in the ocean, nutrients, specificaly

nitrogen, can cause the growth of algae blooms
that starve the area of oxygen, creating “dead
zones’. Fish that swim into these dead zones “just
go belly-up, because there's no oxygen in them,”
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said Ms. Milewski. Nutrient pollution not only
causes toxic algae blooms, it also damages
biological diversity, degrades water quality and
destroys habitat. They are asking that immediate
action be taken before these dead zones worsen.

The Conservation Council of New Brunswick
proposed that the fish-farming industry be given
five years to move their operations out of the
water and onto land because of their significant
contribution to excessive nitrogen levels through
uneaten food and fecal matter. Ms. Milewski said
the contamination has become so severe in some
parts of the East Coast that it has begun to come
off the ocean in the form of gas.

“Industry needs to be put on notice by the federal
government and the province that this is not
acceptable. There are things that the government
can do now. Stop the discharge, put in place the
technology,” she said. “If the consumer hasto
pay more for farmed salmon, so be it. Having
cheap salmon at the expense of the environment
isjust not acceptable.”

For more information see:
http://www.conservationcouncil.calindex.html

BIODIESEL SHOWS SIGNIFICANT
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC
POTENTIAL Prepared by the WISE Energy Co-
op for Eco-Literacy Canada, ”Biodiesd in British
Columbia: Feasibility Study Report” was released
in May 2004. Biodiesd isanon-toxic,
biodegradable, renewable fuel produced from
recycled bio-oils that can be used to replace
conventional petroleum diesel. Because of its
economic and job creation opportunities, and
human and environmental health benefits,
biodiesal production globally isincreasing. The
use of pure biodiesdl as an aternative fuel source
results in extensive emissions reductions,
including reductions of:

73% lifecycle carbon dioxide

-100% sulphur oxide (acid rain)

-51% methane

-67% unburned hydrocarbons

-48% carbon monoxide

-47% in particulate matter, and-

-80% in polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
(linked to cancer and emphysema)

To view the report and media release, please visit
the City Green web site at: www.citygreen.ca
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November 19: Rare plants and ecosystems of Salt
E_vcnts Spring. Sideshow and tak by Dr. Terry Mclntosh,

SALT SPRING ISLAND
CONSERVANCY EVENTS:

August 19: Butterflies at Risk on Salt
Spring. Sideshow and talk by Jennifer
Heron, BC invertebrate species at risk
biologist. 7pm, Lion’s Hall, 103 Bonnet
Ave. Stewardship Project 2004 is
sponsoring this free event.

September 3: National Trust Talk. Find
out why 3 million people are members of
this organisation that caresfor 612,000
acres of beautiful countryside in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland, plus amost
600 miles of coastline and 200 buildings
and gardens of outstanding interest and
importance. Suggested donation: $7.50,
Members. $5. 7pm, Lion’'s Hall.

October 1: Sharp-tailed Snakes on Salt
Spring. 7pm, Lion’s Hall. Slideshow and
tak by Christian Engelstoft, scientific
advisor to the Sharp-tailed Snake Recovery
Team. Learn how to identify these rare
snakes and why it is important to do so.
Thisfreeis event sponsored by Stewardship
Project 2004.

Octaober 4: CBC Entertainer Todd
Butler. “Guaranteed to entertain with a
stunning combination of musical parody,
whimsical wit, outstanding musicianship,
and outrageous political satire.” 7pm start
a Fulford Hall. Co-sponsored by the Salt
Spring Folk Club.

October 24: Talk on Mushrooms of Salt
Spring. Slideshow by Rob Countess. By
donation: $7.50, Members: $5. 7:30pm,
Lion's Hall.

October 25/26: Mushroom Walk and

Cultivation Workshop. Pre-register at 538-
0318.
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who is as entertaining as he is knowledgeable and
passionate about the unique plants growing here. 7pm,
Lion’'sHall. Thisfree event is sponsored by
Stewardship Project 2004.

November 20: Mt. Maxwell Ecological Reserve
exploration. Join usfrom 10am-1pm for arare chance
to explore this area. Y ou must pre-register at 538-0318
for thiswalk, as spaceislimited. Thisfreeeventis
sponsored by Stewardship Project 2004.

GALIANO CONSERVANCY & SILVA FOREST

FOUNDATION PRESENT

October 25-28, 2004 Gaiano Idand, British Columbia
Regigtration Deadline: September 10, 2004 The
Galiano Conservancy Association, in partnership with
the Silva Forest Foundation, is pleased to offer athree-
day workshop in the scientific, cultural, and spiritual
basis for eco-cultural restoration.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

-The scientific and spiritua basis for culturaly-
centered restoration.

-Ethnoecology: What isit? How doesit provide the
basis for management systems that maintain fully
functioning ecosystems, while meeting peoples
needs? How can it be applied to “modern” restoration
needs?

-How indigenous management systems, like fire and
cultivation, can be reintroduced as part of restoration
programs, and as part of long-term, ecologically
sustainable -management systems.

-How to carry out field analysis to determine
restoration needs.

-How to plan and implement eco-cultural restoration,
considering different cultural and ecologica situations.
-What are the economics of eco-cultura restoration?
How to make it work financially.

INSTRUCTORS

Dennis Martinez, an Indigenous Person from the
Pacific Northwest, has decades of experiencein
“hands-on” study and application of a variety of eco-
culturd restoration techniques. Dennisisthe Director
of the Indigenous Peoples Restoration Network of the
Society for Ecologica Restoration.

Herb Hammond, forest ecologist and forester, isa

Volume 9, Fall 2004 Page 29



founding director of the Silva Forest
Foundation, and has worked with
Indigenous People for nearly 30 yearsto
develop ecosystem-based forest use as a
practica tool for protection, restoration,
and responsible use of forests and
associated ecosystems.

PROPOSED WORKSHOP OUTLINE
An important part of the workshop will be
to develop arestoration planning
framework. The planning framework will
be a practicd tool for participants to
develop eco-cultural restoration in their
territories or communities. \We encourage
participants to bring information about land
and water restoration needs in their areas.
This information will help participants to
develop arestoration framework that can be
applied at home. Vduable information
includes traditional ecologica and
management system knowledge, skills of
people in your community, the extent and
type of past and planned industrial
development, (eg. logging & mining), the
condition of fish and wildlife habitat and
populations, the condition of foods and
medicines.

This workshop will be of interest to First
Nations, rural communities, foresters,
biologists, and anyone interested in using
ecosystem-based approaches to restoration.

FEES AND CANCELLATION
POLICY: Workshop fee is $850 (CDN)
and includes tuition, accommodation,
syllabus, use of field and office equipment,
aswell as all meals from Tuesday breakfast
to Thursday lunch

CLASS SIZE islimited to 20 people
Registration deadline is September 10,
2004.

LOCATION AND
ACCOMMODATION: The workshop
will be held at Bodega L odge on Galiano
Idand, British Columbia.

SYLLABUS AND SUPPLIES: A detailed

syllabus will be distributed at the workshop
and will provide additional references and
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background information. The course fees cover field
and classroom supplies.
For more information contact:

Galiano Conservancy Association
RR#1, Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Idand, B.C. VON

1P0 Phone/Fax; 250-539-2424 Email:
galiano conservancy @qulfidands.com

HOLLYHOCK EVENTS
September 9-12: The Soul of Money
Hollyhock. All non-profit organisations spend
significant amounts of time developing financia
resources. A big piece of cracking the fundraising nut
is dealing with one's personal, attitudinal and
organisationa relationship with money. This workshop
will examine our culture's dominant mindset of
scarcity, and explore the alternative "domain of
sufficiency”. If you are interested in shifting your
relationship with money so it becomes atool for
achieving the change you want to see in the world. See
http://www.hollyhockleadership.org/index.cfm?Group
ID=3423

October 13-16: Spiral Dynamics in the Global
Village with Don Beck

Hollyhock. Thisthree-day intensive will introduce a
common language and framework for understanding
conflicting values, based on Clare W. Graves model of
Spird Dynamics and Ken Wilber's Integral Theory.
This framework will be used to explore issues
surrounding diversity, social change and complexity in
today's global village.

This workshop is for leaders, innovators, and change
makers seeking a comprehensive matrix—atactical,
strategic and compassionate viewpoint from which to
engage in life, work, and world. Don Beck comes
highly recommended by our Program Director, Darcy
Riddell. See
http://www.hollyhockleadership.org/index.cfm?Group
1D=3419

October 16-19: Activist's Rejuvenation Retreat.
Often in the work of social change, stress and
overwork can dull our passion and effectiveness. Join
us thisfall at Hollyhock, and return to your work better
able to handle challenges, and to act from a place of
greater peace, better judgment, and increased
creativity. The retreat will include opportunities for
exploring the larger context of our work for change,
spirituality, new models of activism, and other issues
and questions that people bring to the gathering. We
will share challenges that we are working with, and
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build strategies and support for moving
forward. There will be also be ample time
for reflection and self-care.

Join usto rejuvenate, re-think and re-
inspire! See

http://www.hollyhockl eadership.org/index.
cfm?Group 1D=3449

OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST:
Sept 12-15: 'Restore America's
Estuaries'- 2nd Nationa Conference on
Coastdl and Estuarine Habitat Restoration.
Sedttle.
http://www.estuaries.org/2ndnational confer

ence.php

September 16 Calling all Air Pollution
sufferers and Clean Air advocates:

A group of citizens and advocacy groups
from across the province are in the planning
stages of a Clean Air Summit in the
community of Duncan/Cowichan on
Vancouver Island on September 16th. The
date and location coincide with a Clean Air
benefit concert by Neil Y oung, the
Barenaked Ladies, and Randy Bachman to
support loca people in pursuit of health
studies regarding the local pulp mill. The
Clean Air Summit will build on the
opportunity that this concert presents to put
provincia and federa air issuesin the
public eye.

The day is anticipated to have 3
parts: 1) sharing of stories between
activists and concerned citizens
from across the province to
establish the character and extent of
the problem, both by region and by
issue (e.g. smog, indoor air,
industrial pollutants, etc; 2) expert
panels on human health, regulatory
barriers, and potentia innovations
and solutions and 3) an evening
social for more networking and
sharing of stories. Contact Jill
Thompson s16summit@yahoo.com

September 26™ Burns Bog Conservation
Society, Vancouver —Westview Park

We invite you to participate in our annual
Jog for the Bog event on Sunday,
September 26" at 9 am a Westview Park.
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Y our participation includes a delicious pancake
breakfast, a Jog for the Bog t-shirt, live country and
rock’n’'roll music, and loads of prizes. Our route runs
along Davis Creek and through the Delta Nature
Reserve and spans 5 or 10k. Y ou are welcome to walk
or run the distance. To register, smply click on the
following link: www.burnsbog.org/events/jog.shtml or
call the Society at (604) 572-0373.

Oct 2-6: One Forest Under Two Flags . The Canadian
Ingtitute of Forestry/Society of American Foresters
Joint 2004 Annua General Meeting and Convention.
Edmonton. http://www.cif -ifc.org/agmpage.html

Nov 3-5: North American Lake Management
Society, 24th International Symposium. Victoria
Conference Centre, Victoria, BC.
http://www.nalms.org

NEW - LAND TRUSTS: MEASURING THE

EFFECTIVENESS OF CONSERVATION
EASEMENT PROGRAMS

By Katie Paris, Prepared for the Nature Conservancy
of Canada, May 20, 2004

Available through LTABC office —
info@landtrustalliance.bc.ca

COASTAL SHORE STEWARDSHIP GUIDE
(FROM THE STEWARDSHIP SERIES)

This guide provides information on the biological and
physical processes that shape our shores and provides
planners and devel opers with information on how they
can help to protect coasta areas. It aso introduces best
practices for development on our varied shorelines and
landscapes and summarises some of the complex
legidlation governing our coastal aress. View it
fromttp://www.stewardshipcentre.bc.ca/sc_bc/main/i
ndex.asp?sProv=bc

MINISTRY OF SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT DATA WAREHOUSE.
http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/gis/Gl Sdata.html
http://www.esri.com/mapmuseum/mapbook gallery/vo
lumel7/index.html

Y ou create a custom map either by repeatedly clicking
on the map to zoom in and panning to centre over your
area of interest, or by looking up a mapshest, lat-long,
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etc. Then select alayer and press "refresh
map" button.

URBAN HABITATS.ORG
This electronic journal focuses on current

research on the biology of urban aress.
Papers topics include urban botany,
conservation biology, wildlife and
vegetation management in urban aress,
urban ecology, restoration of urban
habitats, landscape ecology and urban
design, urban soils, bio-planning in
metropolitan regions, and the natural
history of cities around the world.

Urban Habitats is a peer-reviewed, fully
indexed scientific journal, aimed at
researchers, restoration ecologists, park and
preserve managers, government officials,
and naturalists. They welcome papers that
take advantage of the unique possibilities of
the e-journa format, such as colour
illustrations, animated models, video,
sound, downloadable databases, and
interactive

discussions. http://www.urbanhabitats.org/

NATURE CHALLENGE
CALCULATOR  TheNature
Chalenge Calculator is an interactive web
site that shows how your daily activities
affect our natural environment. It aso
suggests ways of conserving resources, and
the effects of doing so. Try David Suzuki's
Nature Challenge...
http://challenge.davidsuzuki.org

THE GLOBAL FOOTPRINT
NETWORK supports a sustainable

economy by promoting the Ecological
Footprint, atool that makes sustainability
measurable. We coordinate research and
develop methodological standards so that
decision makers have robust resource
accounts to ensure that we live within the
Earth's budget FY: got an e-mall
newsletter from the new Global Footprint
Network:
http://www.footprintnetwork.org/index.htm
I

CANASIA ENVIRONMENTAL AND
ENGINEERING
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A new international resource website for

businesses and individuals involved with the
environment and engineering industry. This includes
architects, engineers, banks, financia lenders, private
land owners, land devel opers, property
purchasers/investors, home builders, insurance firms,
legal firms, rea estate companies, government
agencies, suppliers and much more!' The old company
website has expanded to accommodate cutting edge
features that are designed to provide information on
engineering specific news, contact directories, job
bids, employment and employee resources. See:
http://www.canas a.net

THE CONSERVATION & ECOLOGY NEWS
http://www.vcn.be.calcwg/NewsandEvents/cen.html
Thisis an electronic compilation of environmental,
conservation and sustainability issues that relate to our
local (Georgia Basin/Puget Sound Eco-Region) and
global communities. Hosted by the Como Watershed
Group (CWG) of Coquitlam B.C. Itisissued free of
charge Bi-weekly for the mgjority of the year. Contact
Pamela Zevit, Editor for the CEN at

cwg@vcn.bc.ca

MEDIA AND ELECTIONS: AN ELECTIONS
REPORTING HANDBOOK.

Produced by the Media and Elections Response
Centre, IMPACS. The handbook is the result of
ongoing consideration about the role that professiona
training for media organisations and reporters can play
in emerging democracies. Topicsinclude democracy
and the media, good journalism in election reporting,
campaign strategies, voter voice, and more.

Distribution of this publication is free of charge.
Organisations and individuals interested in receiving
copies of the handbook should send an email to
international @impacs.org. The PDF version of the
handbook will be available to download from the
IMPACS website in the near future. Review
www.impacs.org/index.cfm?group 1D=2681 for
updates.

SMALL FARM CANADA

This magazine, published 6 times a year, includes
current research on animal and plant health, trendsin
direct marketing, financial advise etc.
www.smallfarmcanada.ca
info@smallfarmcanada.ca

B.C. SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ASSOCIATION
(BCSEA). A wonderfully interesting website, please
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check it out at http://www.bcsea.org. You
can sign up electronicaly, or print the form
off our website and mail us your
membership.

THE LULU ISLAND BOG
INVENTORY--RICHMOND NATURE
PARK SOCIETY

Aninventory of the bog is presently
underway, with the help of group of
volunteers. Sample sections of the report
areavailable from the biophysical

inventory web page:
(http://www.geog.ubc.calrichmond/city/inv
entory2002.htm). For those interested,
there are afull set of air photos for the site
posted on the web:
http://www.geog.ubc.cal/courses/klink/g448
/2000/rnp/change.htm

Canadian Council for Human Resources
in the Environment Industry provides
services for environmental employers.

www.cchrei.ca
Our mandate is to provide your

organization with a full-spectrum suite of

career services that will support your

competitiveness and business success.

Explore our new website and discover the

many resources that CCHREI provides

exclusively for environmental employers,
including:

- A job board locating potentia
candidates with skill sets strategic to
your company
Human resource planning, and
recruitment and retention tools
Environmental [abour market
information for business strategy

ONE/NORTHWEST

This non-profit organisation provides
technology assistance to conservation
activists and organisations in Alaska, ldaho,
Montana, Oregon, Washington and B.C. It
now has a new Vancouver field office
headed by Jodie Tonita. Read about her
work at

http://www.actionstudi o.org/news/onenw/ar
ticle 1738.cfim

The Forest Action Network has just
released areport on the Great Bear
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Rainforest Agreement
www.fanweb.org/resources/reports/threeyears ater.pdf
Land-use planning that fulfills National Forest
Strategy goals will become increasingly importart in
Canada's northern boreal forests, according to a report
released July 29, 2004 by the Sierra Club of Canada.
The report compares land-use planning processesin
B.C. (Muskwa-Kechika), Ontario (Lands for Life),
Saskatchewan (Athabasca) and Manitoba (East Side
Planning Initiative). The comparison and case studies
are based on the National Forest Strategy commitment
to undertake land use planning as part of an ecosystem-
based approach to forest management.

http://www.s erraclub.ca/national/programs/biodiversit
y/forests/nfs/index.shtml#ilp

Paper Facts:

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF
BOOK PUBLISHING

According to New Society Publishers
(http://www.newsociety.com, 1-800-567-6772,
info@new!l eaf paper.com), for every 5000 books
published on 100% post consumer waster, chlorine
free, old growth free paper, the following resources are
saved:

24 trees

2196 pounds of solid waste

2416 gdlons of water

3151 kilowatt hours of eectricity

3992 pounds of greenhouse gases

17 pounds of HAPS, VOCS, and AOX combined
6 cubic yards of landfill space.

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE WHEN YOU BUY
CHLORINE-FREE, RECYCLED PAPER

Every 40 cases of paper sold through the Buying Club:
Saves 17 trees, 4,100 kWh of energy, 20,000 litres of
water and 3 cubic yards of landfill; Reduces air
pollution by three-quarters; and, Lowers water
pollution by one third. Order Deadlines Now Monthly
Buying Club membersin BC* can choose between
Envirographic 100% recycled or New Life 80%
recycled copy paper. The performance of both is
guaranteed by the mills. Both sheets are acid free and
excellent copy paper for al equipment, including
photocopiers, laser and inkjet printers. The Buying
Club is possible through the charitable activities of
Reach for Unbleached! and the efforts of Paper Choice,
an independent supplier of environmentally preferable
papers. Your prepayment is

essentia to keep prices aslow as possible.

Delores Broten, Senior Policy Advisor, Reach for
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Unbleached,Box 39, Whaletown British
Columbia Canada VOP 1Z0, Ph/fax: 250-
935-6992 E-mail: dbroten@rfu.org
http://www.rfu.org

ZOOM IN ON BC’S PARKS AND
WILDERNESS 2004 PHOTOGRAPHY
CONTEST
This summer go visit a BC Park for a
chance to win a Wilderness Prize
Package worth over $1000
This contest isredly smple....
1. Go explore any of BC's 800+
provincial parks
2. Take photographs OR find your
favourite picture from your last
outdoor getaway
3. Submit your image by October 1,
2004 to CPAWS BC (visit
WWW.Cpawshc.org/zoom on how to
submit your photos)
AND you could WIN the Grand Prize
Wilderness Prize Package that includes:
Olympus D390 Digital Camera
100 print card from Black’s is Photography
MEC Wanderer 2 Tent
ARC TERY X Gore Jacket (Theta AR)
Serratus Alpine Backpack
For more prize details, categories and rules
of the contest visit:
WwWw.cpawshbc.org/zoom or cal 604-685-
7445

USEFUL AND INTERESTING
WEBSITES: GENERAL
Environmental Health News:
http://www1.environmental healthnews.
org/

(dally e-mail and RSS feed available)
Earth News @ http://www.eco-
portal.com/news/

Environment Writer see
http://www.environmentwriter.org/
dl/index.htm

HANSARD

Debates of the House of Commons of

Canada
http://www.parl.gc.ca/common/Chamber H

enate Debates.asp?L anguage=E& Parl|=37& S
Hansard Index (House of Commons)
http://www.parl.gc.calcommon/Chamber House iDeb
ates.asp?L anquage=E& Parl=37& S

About Parliament: A -Z
http://www.parl.gc.ca/lcommon/AboutParl index.asp?L
anguage=E#H

House of Commons Calendar

http://www.parl .gc.calinformati on/about/process’house
/calendar/HseCal-e.htm

The Canada Gazette
http://canadagazette.gc.cal/index-e.html

Senators and Members
http://www.parl.gc.calcommon/SenatorsM embers.asp?
Language=E& Par|=36& Ses=2

Canadian Parliamentary Press Gallery
http://www.gallery-tribune.cal

CDN Government Phonebook
http://direct.srv.qgc.ca/cgi-bin/direct500/BE

Elections Canada

http://www.€l ections.calhome.aspextonly=false
Office of the Ethics Counsellor

http://strategis.i c.gc.cal/epi c/internet/inoec-
bce.nsf/vwGeneratedl nterE/Home

Lobbyists Registration System
http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/epic/internet/inir-
d.nsf/fenf'Home

LINKS TO OTHER INFORMATION SOURCES.:
Canadian Wildlife Service http://www.cws-
scf.ec.gc.calindex e.cfm

Endangered Species and Ecosystems in British
Columbia

http://srmwww.gov.bc.calatrisk/

International Fund for Animal Welfare
http://mww.ifaw.org/ifaw/general/

THE SARA PUBLIC REGISTRY is your source for
information and documents relating to the Species at
Risk Act (SARA).

http://www.sararegistry.gc.calnews etter/unsubscribe e

ouse Debates.asp?l anguage=E& Parl=37&
Se

Debates of the Senate of Canada
http://www.parl.gc.calcommon/Chamber S
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NORTH AMERICAN MAMMALS Smithsonian
Institution's National Museum of Natural History has a
public web site on North American mammals. The
Site portrays more than 400 of native species through
photographs, watercolor paintings, illustrations, range
maps, and concisely written vignettes. Other features
include custom field guides created from a GIS map,
mammal searches across the continent, by

conservation status, ecoregion, state or province,
national park, or precise coordinate location, and a
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family tree that cleverly unfurls
mammalian relationships.

To learn more about the site's offering of
features, and to navigate the Site, please
visit:

http://web4.si.edu/mna/press release/mam
mals release.htm

“THE RELIABLE SOURCE”

IMPACS is pleased to announce the re-
launch of “The Reliable Source” The
Reliable Source is a bi-monthly newsd etter
highlighting three to five important stories
about environmental protection concerns
and current events. This newdetter will be
sent to BC journalists.

The goa of The Reliable Source isto give
community voices a chance to speak in the
media about environmental issues. We
would like to hear about initiatives from
individuals not usually considered
‘champions for environmental causes (i.e.:
seniors, students, volunteers, business
owners).

Theideais to submit a single story idea that
meets the following criteria. Y our
submission should: Have a headline .
Think of a headline that would sell a good
media release. Provide a short
summary. Thisisthe "why the reporter
should do this story" argument.

Identify the story's messengers. These
are the peopl e affected, upset or doing
something... people whose actions or
words invoke conflict or an emotional
reaction.

Identify a location. Thisisparticularly
important for television reporters - cameras
need visuals.

Include source contact information. We
need names, titles, phone numbers and e-
mail addresses. Indicate if this story istime
sengitive

Give a short background to the story.
This can be as smple as aweb link, but
please include a short written summary.
E-mail your story idea to

helesial @impacs.org
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FUNDING INFORMATION:

THE CANADIAN SUBSIDY DIRECTORY 2004
edition isavailable. This publication contains more
than 2600 listings of grants

and loans offered by government departments,
foundations and associations.

To obtain a copy please call: 450-224-9275

NEW Simon Fraser Public Interest Research Group
(SF PIRG) program - the Action Research eX change
(ARX). This program connects SFU students doing
research in classes or directed studies with
organisations that need research but have limited
resources. We accept project proposals from groups
working in the fields of community development,
socid justice, internationa issues, the arts, the
environment, and health The student researcher
receives course credit for their work, and the final
product remains under the ownership and control of
the community group.

ARX'slarger goal isto put community needs and
socia justice concerns into academic work. If you are
interested in participating in ARX:

- Vigt our website at www.sfpirg.ca/arx for an
extensive description of how the program works.
project proposals. WE NEED APPLICATIONSIN
BY LATE AUGUST (the sooner the better!) in order
to have projects up and ready for the SFU Fal
Semester. Download an application form off our
website, or contact us and we can mail you the form.

- If you have any questions along the way, please give
usacall at 604-291-4360 or an email at sfpirg-
arx@sfu.ca. Well be happy to hear your questions,
suggestions, or project ideas.

THE GREEN BUILDING GRANT

The Real Estate Foundation supports sustainable real
estate and land use practices. Thisgrant is part of the
Foundation's ongoing work of enabling communities
to make responsible decisions about the way they use
land. Since building "green” uses less energy and
water, generates |ess greenhouse gas, uses materials
wisely, and produces less waste, it is more sustainable
than building conventionaly.

The grant is a further extension of VanCity's long-
standing commitment to environmental sustainability
and finding solutions for climate change. For more
information, or to apply for a Green Building Grant,
please visit

WWW.vancity.com.
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According to the National Round Table on
the Environment and Economy, energy use
has the most significant impact on
environmental quality both within and
beyond acity's borders. In Canada,
commercial and residentia buildings
account for about 30 per cent of total
greenhouse gas emissions and 65 per cent
of dectricity consumed. About one-quarter
of al landfill waste is generated by
congtruction and demolition activity.
Energy efficient practices, such as natural
lighting and ventilation, and the use of
salvaged materials could greatly reduce

those numbers.

SURVIVAL OF COMMUNITY
STEWARDSHIP DEPENDS ON
NEW APPROACH, SHIFT TO
RECOVERY PLANNING

Stewardship groups have avital rolein the
care of salmon habitat, affirms a new report
titted Reality Stewardship: Survival of the
Fittest for Community Salmon Groups.
Today, groups find themselves in a position
wherefederal and provincia funding has
decreased substantially over the last decade,
while the workload has increased. Those
recent cuts have amounted to more than
$50 million in programs that stewards can
no longer access.

Limited government funds will shift the
focus of salmon stewardship towards
recovery planning, as required by the new
Species at Risk Act. Creation and
implementation of recovery plans will
alow volunteers and professionals to work
together rather than compete for limited
funds, and requires the science-based,
planning approach that has been missing
from ad-hoc community stewardship. By
setting measurable goals, arecovery
planning approach is also more attractive to
funders.

The report concludes with five
recommendations:

* Forming consortia with fund-raising and
management skills and local political
support

* Getting on board the recovery planning
ship before it sails without them

The Kingfisher

* Raising awareness and becoming vocal advocates of
samon stewardship

* For projects aimed at gathering data, defining goals
right from the start

* For hatchery projects, staying abreast of agency
policies

For more information contact: Gordon Ennis Kevin
Langlands Managing Director, PFRCC PFRCC Media
Liaison 604-775-6070 778-895-6386 Brian Harvey,
President, World Fisheries Trust 250-380- 7585

Full report available at www.fish.bc.ca
Commissioned jointly by the Vancouver Foundation
and the Pacific Fisheries Resource Conservation
Council (PFRCC).

THE ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE
RESOLUTION FUND HIGHLIGHTS

EDRF continues to support individuas and groups
dealing with real environmental problems. This month
we feature three new and exciting cases funded by the
EDREF in the last few months. Read the full article:
http://www.wcel .org/4976/29/03/06.htm

Thanks to CWS, the LTABC again
offers Appraisal Assistance Grants

So far this year, we have $11,000
available for grants of up to $3000 to
assist with the costs of Ecogift
Appraisals. See our website for the
Application and Procedures.

We also will be offering the Baseline
Inventory Service Training in 2004-5
contact info@landtrustalliance.bc.ca for
further details
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(Continued from inside front cover)

US, most land trusts have adopted the Standards
and Practices. they provide alevel of credibility,
of professional and ethical standards and raise
awareness of environmental conservation. |
encourage all land trusts to read this document
and sign onto LTA BC's Standards and Practices
so we may further ingtil public confidence in the
conservation movement.

The costs of free land are far from cheap; they
come with financial and moral responsibilities.
Through endowments and fundraising the
financial component may be reached. Through
Memoranda of Wishes, registering a covenant and
signing onto the Standards and Practices, land
trusts can help meet the ethical responsibilities
associated with donations of land.

Funding for the Islands in the
Salish Sea Community Mapping
Project

Islands Trust
Islands Trust Fund

Environment Canada,
Canadian Wildlife Service

Georgia Basin Ecosystem
Initiative & Action Plan

The Hamber Foundation

The Real Estate Foundation of
British Columbia

Ministry of Community
Development,

Cooperatives and Volunteers
The Bullitt Foundation

Habitat Conservation Trust
Fund

Opus Framing
Robert & Birgit Bateman
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A GIS BASED WEB SITE DISPLAYING THE NATURAL AND
CULTURAL SITES PROTECTED
BY BC'S LAND TRUSTS AND CONSERVANCIES
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Maps of British Columbia displaying Lands owned or Conservation
covenants held by Land Trusts & Conservancies

Maps of federal, provincial & regional parks overlaid

Regiona maps displaying alist of properties protected by Ecoregions
Property summary pages detailing the protected values

Provincial statistics covering the values, red- listed species and areas
protected (now over 180,000 hectares listed)

»  Protected red- listed species details including habitats

>
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